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We ask that these two simple words do so much 
work, yet at times this simple expression seems 
inadequate. Those two words—thank you—need 
to capture a depth of appreciation that their 

simplicity belies, and there is the risk that the words miss the 
mark and fail to reach their intended audience. 

This expression of gratitude, however, captures my deep regard 
for this place—the Judy and Bobby Shackouls Honors College—
and for the friends, colleagues, and students who have welcomed 
me home. Shakespeare understood the power of this simple 
expression too in Twelfth Night, at a moment when Antonio risks 
his own safety for his new friend Sebastian. He says, “I can no 
other answer make but thanks, / And thanks; and ever thanks; / 
Thank you.”    

This is a year of change for the Shackouls Honors College, but as 
you will read in this issue of Aletheia, this is a year of continuity 
too. Dr. Christopher Snyder, the Shackouls Honors College’s 
founding dean, made the decision in 2021 to return to the honors 
faculty as Honors College Professor of History. He will continue 
to teach students in the Cursus Honorum and in his popular 
seminars on C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. In addition, Dr. 
Snyder will take on an important new role as the university’s first 
Director of British Studies.

The College’s important partnership with Oxford began under 
his leadership, and MSU’s Oxford connection continues to 
flourish. Even as some things change in the Honors College, the 
most important things stay the same. In this issue of Aletheia, 
you will read about what continues to be the hallmark of 
the Shackouls Honors College—outstanding students doing 
outstanding things. Our community has been made richer 
by Honors Theatrics, a student-led group, under Dr. Donna 
Clevinger’s mentorship, dedicated to the performing arts in the 
College. 

In its first year, Honors Theatrics boasted twenty “theatre 
activists.” The group staged an intimate production of 
Frankenstein in the Honors Forum Room on two nights in April.

The success of this closet drama was matched only by Dr. 
Clevinger’s moving production of Prometheus Bound, performed 
as the climax of our traditional Classical Week in Bettersworth 
by an all honor-student cast during their first month at MSU.  

This issue of Aletheia highlights Dr. Anastasia Elder’s work 
coordinating the Office of Undergraduate Research for the 
university. In August and April, Dr. Elder directed MSU’s 
Undergraduate Research Symposia that featured posters and oral 
presentations from students from every college at MSU. The two-
day symposium in April supported over 200 student research 
projects from areas in the natural sciences, social sciences, 
and humanities. The student research showcased this year was 
inspiring. The future of innovation and discovery is bright, and it 
is clear to me that our students are leading the way forward. 

Some of those same students presenting their research and 
creative work have been recognized nationally through the 
Office of Prestigious Scholarships. Dr. David Hoffman and his 
team continue to mentor many of MSU’s impressive students for 
nationally competitive awards. I hope you enjoy reading about 
these remarkable Honors students.  

As I reflect on this past academic year in the Honors College, 
I recognize the presence of change and continuity in equal 
measure. I hope you too recognize this healthy balance in 
these pages. The Judy and Bobby Shackouls Honors College 
remains a fertile space for students to realize their dreams and 
aspirations—just as it has been for the past fifty-three years. 
Still, though, I glimpse the College’s bright future in every 
new student who joins this vibrant Honors community—a 
community committed to leading our students down a path that 
has the power to transform their lives. I hope you glimpse this 
too as you read this issue of Aletheia.  I can no other 

answer make but 
thanks, And thanks; 
and ever thanks; 
Thank you.

"

"
William Shakespeare
Twelfth Night
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Letter from 
Interim Dean, 
Dr. Tommy 
Anderson
Thank you.

Thank you,

Dr. Tommy Anderson
Interim Dean
Shackouls Honors College

THE OFFICIAL PODCAST OF THE 
SHACKOULS HONORS COLLEGE

Get to know the faculty, students, and 
alumni of the Shackouls Honors College 

before you become a student at the 
University.

Throughout this issue of Aletheia, you will see original student 

artwork from The Streetcar, the student-run literary magazine 

published by the Shackouls Honors College. You can read full 

issues of The Streetcar by following this QR code.
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“Winning isn’t everything” is a message that we in the Office 
of Prestigious External Scholarships (OPES) believe in very 
strongly. If our work isn’t just about winning, what then does 
OPES do? First, we help identify talented students to apply to 
competitive scholarships that fund graduate school, international 
research and language study, and other professional development 
opportunities. This means informing students, faculty, and staff 
of available scholarships and fellowships and helping students to 
see themselves as eligible. Secondly, OPES helps MSU students 
with the writing elements and mechanics of applying. Third 
and perhaps most importantly, we provide mentorship and 
advice regarding the steps students should be taking to make 
themselves the best possible candidates. In reality then, OPES 
views student scholarship “wins” as a byproduct of the real work 
we do, which is mentoring students in the scholarship process.  

One student who has taken full advantage of our mentorship 
is Donielle Allen. Donielle arrived to MSU in the fall of 2016 
as a junior college transfer student and Presidential Scholar 
majoring in Microbiology. In her first year at MSU, her mentors 
Dr. Tommy Anderson and Dr. Donald Shaffer encouraged her 
to discuss her interests in Chinese and traditional Chinese 
medicine with Dr. Hoffman and learn about the scholarships 
that would support her interests. At first, Donielle was unsure 
of herself, the scholarship application process, and her own 
qualifications.  But, with OPES’ encouragement and advice, 
along with her hard work, she applied for and won a Boren 
Scholarship to study in China. Since then, Donielle has also 
applied for and received two Critical Language Scholarships  and 
one Fulbright Award. In fall 2022, she plans on applying for the 
Knight Hennessy scholarship for an MS in community health  at 
Stanford University.  

During each step on Donielle's path, we worked to overcome 
self-doubt, to develop clear and refined goals, and to write 
compelling narratives about Donielle and her mission to 
change medicine for the better. In the end, we are extremely 
proud of students like Donielle, but it is the work of facilitating 
applications that is the most rewarding to OPES. Mentoring 
students to clarify their vision for the future and to define the 
steps to make them possible is a privilege. We look forward to 
working with students from across the campus; the first step is to 
set up an appointment to see us. 

THEY HIT
SUBMIT

2022 AWARD WINNERS AND FINALISTS

2021 AWARD WINNERS AND FINALISTS

Emma Wade and Madison Brode – Goldwater 
Scholarship  
Emma Wade and Britain Steele - Astronaut 
Scholarship 
Alex Speak - Fulbright Summer U.K. 
Mia Robertson - Truman Scholarship Finalist 
Chance Lowe - Boren Award 

Tyler Dickerson - PPIA Junior Summer Institute  
Tanner DeYoung - Fulbright Awards 
Javad A’Arabi - Fulbright Awards 
Javad A’Arabi - Critical Language Scholarship 

Donielle Allen - Critical Language Scholarship 
Mayukh Datta - Humanity in Action Fellowship
Reese Dunne - Goldwater Scholarship   
Christopher Robinson - Truman Scholarship Finalist 
Christopher Robinson - PPIA Junior Summer 
Institute  
Donielle Allen - Fulbright Awards

Tyler Dickerson - Boren Award 
Reese Dunne - Astronaut Scholarship  
Christopher Robinson - Rhodes Scholarship 
Finalist 

Meet just a few Shackouls Honors 
College students who hit submit.
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STUDENT SUCCESS

Three Mississippi State students from 
Alabama are selections for the U.S. 
Department of State-sponsored Critical 
Language Scholarship Program.

Recipients are Donielle D. Allen, a senior microbiology 
major from McCalla, Alabama; Grace K. Barnes, a 
senior secondary education/English education major 
from Madison, Alabama; and Rebecca M. Van Pamel, 
a senior English major from Athens, Alabama. Allen 
and Van Pamel both are students in the College of 
Arts and Sciences and the Judy and Bobby Shackouls 
Honors College. Barnes is a student in the College of 
Education.

Implemented by the 
Washington, D.C.-based 
American Councils for 
International Education, the 
Critical Language Scholarship 
Program is part of a wider 
U.S. government initiative 
to expand the number of 
Americans studying and 
mastering foreign languages 
crucial to national security and 
economic prosperity.

Allen said she hopes to build 
on the language skills she 
honed during a fall 2018 trip to China as MSU’s first Boren 
Scholarship recipient. Before the pandemic, she was planning to 
attend daily academic classes and embark on weekend excursions 
to tourist sites and the Taiwanese capital of Taipei.

“In China, I had to get out of my comfort zone and learn how 
to speak nothing but the language to express myself,” she said. 
“I think it would be exciting to have language partners, like 
someone from a local university where I could study. I would 
like to study Mandarin Chinese and learn more than one dialect 
because that would be helpful for jobs as a translator or working 
with the FBI or another agency.”

With her first major prestigious scholarship, Barnes was 
planning to visit Malang, Indonesia. She was preparing for this 
trip by Googling “anything and everything” about Indonesia, 
from etiquette to basic words in Bahasa Indonesia, the country’s 
official language. 

“I’m interested in different cultures, and language is a big part of 
culture,” she said. “I wanted to live with a host family for the first 
time because I thought it would be a great way to learn.”

Barnes previously participated in a six-month MSU study abroad 
trip to Austria and is earning a Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL) certificate through the university’s 
English department. 

by Sasha Steinberg

THREE HONORS 
STUDENTS

Van Pamel, who has participated in the Honors College’s study 
abroad program in Oxford, England, was planning to use her 
Critical Language Scholarship to visit Lucknow, India. She 
hopes one day to expand her knowledge of one of India’s official 
dialects while immersed in a new culture.

While preparing their applications for the CLS program, Allen, 
Barnes, and Van Pamel said they all have benefitted from the 
“great support” of MSU’s CLS adviser Dr. David M. Hoffman, 
associate professor and graduate coordinator in the university’s 
Department of Anthropology and Middle Eastern Cultures.

Hoffman said the Honors College’s Office of Prestigious External 
Scholarships is excited to recognize its three CLS finalists’ hard 
work in achieving this incredible accomplishment, especially 
during these challenging times.

“As an adviser, it is always a pleasure to work with high-caliber 
students from diverse academic backgrounds. The process of 
applying for these scholarships involves learning about and 
articulating the students’ future desires for studying language 
and culture, which is something I truly enjoy,” Hoffman said. 
“Helping to hone the students’ ideas for their own professional 
futures and getting to see how the MSU experience has prepared 
them is an honor, and I look forward to working with more 
applicants in the future!”

Donielle Allen Grace Barnes Rebecca Van Pamel 

A Mississippi State business economics and foreign 
language double major will spend his summer as part 
of the prestigious Public Policy and International 
Affairs Junior Summer Institute Fellowship at the 

University of Michigan’s Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy.

John “Tyler” Dickerson of Starkville credits his university 
experiences as a Presidential Scholar and member of the Student 
Association with helping him gain confidence and prepare a 
successful application for the competitive award.

The Judy and Bobby Shackouls Honors College student who 
holds the Charles and Pat Lee Presidential Endowed Scholarship 
will be among a cohort of PPIA fellows selected from universities 
across the country with public policy interests and an array 
of different backgrounds. Dickerson said the fellowship is 
like a “training ground for people who are going to pursue a 
master’s degree in public policy.” He said he also is considering 
the options of law school or an international affairs program 
after he graduates from MSU next year with concentrations in 
international business and Spanish.

Like many other MSU students who have attained highly 
sought-after fellowships and awards, he learned about the PPIA 
opportunity through Honors College mentors and students who 
had earlier received the same accolade. 

MSU has had seven honors students in eight years to receive the 
honor.

“As Presidential Scholars, we travel, do things together, and look 
at graduate schools. The other students have always really pushed 
me, and everyone wants to see everyone else succeed. From the 
moment we came in as freshmen, it was an environment where 
we built each other up. It starts with our leadership in the honors 
college,” he said. Among others, he credits Dr. David Hoffman, 
Director of the Honors College’s Office of Prestigious External 
Scholarships, and Dr. Donald Shaffer, Presidential Scholars 
Mentor, for their helpfulness throughout the PPIA application 
process.

Last year, Dickerson also received a prestigious David L. Boren 
Award, an honor sponsored by the National Security Education 
Program for U.S. undergraduate and graduate students in diverse 
fields of study, a program committed to enhancing students' 
language skills and cultural awareness. He hopes to travel this 
fall for the social justice and inequality program at Brazil’s 
Pontifical Catholic University of São Paulo where he will study 
Portuguese, Brazilian democratization, sustainable economics of 
the Amazon, and U.S.-Brazilian relations.

“Tyler’s successes with the Boren Scholarship and now the 
PPIA-JSI are a testament not only to his hard work in and out of 
the classroom but also to his willingness to work through drafts 
of his applications with his peers and mentors to craft those 
experiences into compelling narratives. Being open to feedback 
and critical assessments of his application materials from people 
of different backgrounds really helped him to develop successful 
materials,” said Hoffman, also an associate professor in the 
College of Arts and Sciences’ Department of Anthropology and 
Middle Eastern Cultures.

“In my mind, Tyler’s success with the PPIA is a product of both 
his existing experience with and desire to continue exploring 
how to best use the tools of economics and policy-making to 
improve the lives of people regardless of their backgrounds. He 
is not shy about engaging with difficult political questions that 
demand sensitivity and an ability to put oneself in the shoes of 
others,” Hoffman said.

by Allison Matthews

TYLER 
DICKERSON

Tyler Dickerson

EARN CRITICAL LANGUAGE 
SCHOLARSHIPS

PPIA FELLOW
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TANNER 
DEYOUNG

Tanner DeYoung

Two Mississippi State 
undergraduates 
with outstanding 

research accomplishments 
are new Goldwater 
Scholarship winners and 
will receive the country’s 
most preeminent 
undergraduate award 
for students in science, 
technology, engineering 
and math, or STEM fields.

Madison E. Brode, a sophomore biological sciences major from 
Memphis, Tennessee, and Emma E. Wade, a junior computer 
science major from Decatur, Alabama, both are enrolled in 
MSU’s Judy and Bobby Shackouls Honors College.

Brode and Wade are among 417 scholarship winners across 
the U.S. named recently by the Board of Trustees of the Barry 
Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Foundation 
for the 2022-23 academic year. The Goldwater Foundation 
currently is partnering with the U.S. Department of Defense 
National Defense Education Programs to increase the annual 
awards as part of their commitment to maintaining the country’s 
competitive advantage. MSU has had 21 Goldwater Scholars 
since the program’s inception in 1986.

Brode is a Provost Scholar at MSU who has done significant 
undergraduate research at the university. She has particular 
interest in ornithology and behavioral ecology of birds and is an 
author on the 2021 publication “Parental Favoritism in a Wild 
Bird Population” in the journal Animal Cognition.

“Madison has really set herself apart in terms of getting into her 
research from an early age. She’s driven to build on experiences 
and connect with people across campus for multi-disciplinary 
exploration of various topics. She has had an early and consistent 
research effort and has continued growing her scholarship into 
new areas since she came to MSU,” said Dr. David Hoffman, 
Director of the Honors College Office of Prestigious External 
Scholarships and associate professor in the Department of 
Anthropology and Middle Eastern Cultures. She also did earlier 
research with a University of Memphis biological sciences 
laboratory.

Wade is a computer science major with a minor in biology 
who also will complete a certificate in computational biology. 
A research assistant as part of a Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates program at the University of California, 
Los Angeles’s Institute for Quantitative and Computational 
Biosciences, she will have a similar appointment this summer 
with the JAX Cancer Center 
at The Jackson Laboratory in 
Farmington, Connecticut, 
employing computational 
tools and methods to better 
understand cancer epigenomics 
and evolution. She additionally 
is a bioinformatics research 
assistant in MSU’s biological 
sciences department and a 
Calculus I leader in MSU’s 
Supplemental Instruction 
tutoring program. She has a 
publication in progress titled 
“Quantifying the Fraction of 
New Mutations that are Lethal.”

“Emma is interesting because she’s a computer science major but 
has done brilliant research in biological sciences. She is doing 
cutting-edge work using computational technologies and math 
to figure out where errors in genome transcription are occurring 
to better understand genetic disorders,” Hoffman said.

Wade also is a recipient of MSU’s Engineering Excellence 
Scholarship and was initiated into Tau Beta Pi because of her 
status among the top 8% of juniors in MSU’s Bagley College 
of Engineering. She is Vice President of MSU’s chapter of the 
Society of Women Engineers and a student ambassador for the 
Department of Computer Science and Engineering.

“This is another recognition for MSU and our students that 
demonstrates the incredible opportunities provided and the 
investment that’s been made in making MSU one of the nation’s 
leading universities for research. This award attests to the fact 
that we have excellent faculty who are involving undergraduates 
in their labs from an early stage, which ultimately brings this 
incredible prestige,” Hoffman said. “Several faculty members 
are Goldwater winners themselves, and this scholarship sets 
recipients up well to succeed in their long-term career paths.”

by Allison Matthews

BRODE, WADE

Emma Wade

Madison Brode

NAMED FULBRIGHT FINALIST
by Carl Smith

photo by Beth Wynn

A Mississippi State senior biochemistry major is the 
university’s ninth Fulbright finalist in the last six years.

Tanner DeYoung, who is minoring in political science, was 
recently offered a Fulbright U.S. Student Program award for the 
2022-2023 academic year from the U.S. Department of State and 
the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board.

The Clinton, Mississippi, resident has been offered funding 
to study the history of politics and society abroad at Utrecht 
University in Utrecht, Netherlands, through the Fulbright 
Program after graduating from MSU in May. Recipients 
of Fulbright awards are selected in an open, merit-based 
competition that considers leadership potential, academic or 
professional achievement, and record of service.

DeYoung’s honor marks the sixth straight year MSU has 
produced at least one Fulbright finalist. His award reflects how 
the university develops students who are competitive for one of 
the nation’s top post-graduate scholarship programs, said MSU 
Fulbright Program Advisor David Hoffman.

“We have many students who are committed to building global 
connections and open to learning from the rest of the world; 
are well-rounded leaders with a passion for serving beyond the 

halls of academia; and are well-trained academically in both the 
classroom and research,” said Hoffman, who also is the Director 
of the Shackouls Honors College Office of Prestigious External 
Scholarships and an associate professor within the College of 
Arts and Sciences’ Department of Anthropology and Middle 
Eastern Cultures. “Tanner personifies all these attributes. He 
has taken advantage of many different opportunities to build 
his knowledge and research, and to expand his horizons. It was 
precisely these attributes, especially his curiosity about what the 
Netherlands and the graduate program he will enter there can 
teach him about policymaking in relation to health care, that set 
him apart.”

A Provost Scholar, Spirit of State Award winner, Student 
Association Senator, and President of the Honors College 
Ambassadors, DeYoung said his familial connections to MSU led 
him to enroll at the university, where his interest in health care 
policy shaped his years of learning.

“Mississippi State has given me an opportunity to excel,” he said. 
“It has given me an opportunity to put my head down, take my 
classes, and do all the extracurricular activities I wanted while 
allowing me to get the grades I wanted, keep a good head on my 
shoulders, and be able to make an impact on the campus and 
community.”

“Tanner is involved in a real diverse set of activities on campus, 
but the one thing connecting almost all of them is service to the 
greater good,” Hoffman added. “This is also true of his research 
endeavors—projects that are in service to the greater good. This 
fits perfectly with Fulbright’s mission of developing mutual 
understanding through exchange and engagement.”

The Fulbright Program is the U.S. government’s flagship 
international educational exchange program and is supported by 
the people of the U.S. and partner countries around the world. 
It is funded through an annual appropriation made by the U.S. 
Congress to the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs. Participating governments and host 
institutions, corporations, and foundations around the world 
also provide direct and indirect program support.

STUDENT SUCCESS

NAMED GOLDWATER SCHOLARS
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STUDENT SUCCESS

Two Mississippi 
State 
undergraduate 
students are 

among the newest selection 
of national Astronaut 
Scholars. The prestigious 
designation affords 
them a financial prize 
and access to a lifelong 
network of science-, 
technology-, engineering- 
and mathematics-focused 

researchers and trailblazers.

Britain Steele, a junior aerospace engineering major from Mount 
Juliet, Tennessee, and Emma Wade, a senior computer science 
major from Decatur, Alabama, are among the 68 members 
of the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation’s 2022 Astronaut 
Scholars Class, which includes students from a select group of 45 
universities across the nation.

Founded by the six surviving Mercury 7 Astronauts in 1984, the 
ASF supports and rewards college students pursuing degrees in 
STEM-based fields. The scholarship program provides recipients 
up to $15,000, mentorship and connections to academic and 
industry professionals.

Steele, now a two-time Astronaut Scholar, is a member of 
MSU’s Shackouls Honors College and the Bagley College of 
Engineering’s Accelerate Initiative, which prepares students for 
graduate education. He also is a member of MSU’s MBA Venture 
Pathway, a program offering key business principles to students 
pursuing innovative careers. This summer, Steele is interning 
with Virgin Galactic, a commercial spaceflight company within 
the Virgin Group in New Mexico. He plans to work toward a 
master’s degree in aerospace engineering after concluding his 
undergraduate work.

“To be honored twice is a remarkable achievement,” Steele said. 
“It is a testament to all the hard work and dedication I have put 
forth toward sharing my journey and experiences within the 
aerospace industry and how I have tried to use that experience 
to encourage others to chase their dreams in STEM fields and in 
life.

“Without MSU, I would simply not be where I am today,” he 
added. “I would not have grown as much as a professional 
within the aerospace industry and as an aspiring leader. MSU 
has provided me plenty of opportunities to achieve heights 
that, before entering college, I never thought I would be able to 
achieve. MSU and my peer groups are why I am who I am, and 
they play a part of my identity.”

Wade, a 4.0 student also in the Honors College and Accelerate 
program, plans to pursue a doctorate in computational biology, 
continue her research, and transition into teaching. She hopes 
to honor those who assisted her with her educational pursuits 
by mentoring upcoming students. Wade is a Goldwater Scholar 
who was recently selected for the highly competitive National 
Science Foundation Research Experience for Undergraduates 
at the Jackson Laboratory’s JAX Cancer Center in Farmington, 
Connecticut, where she will learn from world-class researchers 
in the areas of genetics and genomics.

“Receiving this scholarship 
is truly an honor. It means 
the world to me that a 
group of people believe in 
my future, and I have all 
who have invested in me to 
thank,” Wade said. “MSU 
has provided me with so 
many unique opportunities, 
from research to teaching. 
The most transformative, 
however, has been the close, 
one-on-one opportunities 
with my mentors that I 
might not have experienced 
elsewhere."

“MSU is a big school, but 
I’ve never felt like just one 
in the crowd,” she added.

by Sasha Stienberg

STEELE, WADE

Britain Steele

Emma Wade

A Mississippi State graduate who will participate in 
the U.S. Department of State-sponsored Critical 
Language Scholarship Program this summer also is a 
Fulbright Finalist selected to study in Germany.

Javad A’Arabi, a political science major from Starkville, will 
study Persian along with 24 other students during the virtual 
language program.

Implemented by the Washington, D.C.-based American Councils 
for International Education, the Critical Language Scholarship 
Program is part of a government initiative to expand the number 
of Americans studying and mastering foreign languages critical 
to national security and economic prosperity.

A’Arabi recently graduated magna cum laude with the collegium 
honorum distinction. He will begin his Fulbright studies in 
September at Goethe University Frankfurt, where he will begin 
work on a master’s degree in sociology.

As a Fulbright Finalist, A’Arabi is participating in what is 
considered the world’s largest and most diverse international 
educational exchange program, one devoted to increasing 
mutual understanding between citizens of the U.S. and other 
countries through open communication and long-term 
cooperative relationships.

A’Arabi said the experiences will help him learn in ways that will 
help him approach his professional and personal life. He plans to 
become a lawyer and said he would use his multilingual skills to 
better represent clients.

“To understand the immigration process and the hardships of 
other people, you have to speak the language they speak,” said 
A’Arabi, explaining that he may seek opportunities to work with 
Persian-speaking refugees from Afghanistan. “I definitely think 
that once I learn this language, it will become a part of my life.”

Additionally, he said his interest in Persian stems from his desire 
to better understand his own cultural heritage. His mother is 
Taiwanese, and his father is Iranian.

“I really want to know Persian just to feel more complete and 
experience my heritage through my own eyes,” A’Arabi said.

He credits Dr. David Hoffman, the Shackouls Honors College 
Office of Prestigious External Scholarships Director and an 
associate professor within the College of Arts and Sciences’ 
Department of Anthropology and Middle Eastern Cultures, and 
Joy Cariño, a previous CLS winner, with helping him learn about 
the program and complete his application.

“In winning both a CLS and a Fulbright, Javad is joining rare 
company. Both of these are extremely competitive, and only the 
best students with the most compelling stories are offered these 
awards,” Hoffman said. “Javad is an exceedingly good student 
who took full advantage of MSU’s educational opportunities 
that facilitated his proposal to conduct work in Germany. He 
also has a unique Mississippi experience that will help better 
build understanding of the contemporary U.S. amongst those he 
interacts with while in Germany, thereby achieving the Fulbright 
mission of promoting mutual understanding between nations.”

by Madison Welzbacher
photo by Megan Bean

JAVAD A'ARABI

Javad A’Arabi

NAMED NASA ASTRONAUT SCHOLARS FULBRIGHT FINALIST & CLS SCHOLAR
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STUDENT SUCCESS

Mississippi State University, its Judy and Bobby 
Shackouls Honors College, and the Magnolia 
State are being represented by a top student 
interviewing for the prestigious Harry S. Truman 

Scholarship.

Christopher B. Robinson of Brookhaven, Mississippi, a senior 
biological engineering major and Honors College Presidential 
Scholar, participated in a virtual interview as the only finalist 
from a Mississippi institution of higher learning.

The biological engineering major is housed jointly in MSU’s 
Bagley College of Engineering and the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences.

This year’s Truman Scholarship program received a record 845 
applications from 328 institutions, with 193 finalists from 129 
institutions selected for virtual interviews.

“The overwhelming interest in public service from this year’s 
applicants is inspiring,” said Terry Babcock-Lumish, the Truman 
Foundation’s executive secretary and a 1996 Truman Scholar 
from Pennsylvania. 

“While these are trying times, Americans can take solace that a 
generation of action-oriented young leaders are already tackling 
today’s challenges with an eye toward bettering tomorrow’s 
world.”

Established by Congress in 1975, the Truman Scholarship carries 
the legacy of the nation’s 33rd president by supporting and 
inspiring the next generation of public service leaders.

Truman Scholars demonstrate outstanding leadership potential, 
a commitment to a career in government or the nonprofit sector, 
and academic excellence. Each Truman Scholar receives funding 
for graduate studies, leadership training, career counseling, 
and special internship and fellowship opportunities within the 
federal government. For more, visit www.truman.gov.

MSU also recently announced Robinson as the sixth MSU 
honors student in seven years to receive a prestigious Public 
Policy and International Affairs Junior Summer Institute 
Fellowship.

Dr. David Hoffman, Director of the Honors College’s Office of 
Prestigious External Scholarships, said Robinson is committed 
to applying his MSU education and leadership experience in 
a professional career where he can positively influence health 
outcomes for Mississippians and others.

“Christopher knows that to do this successfully, he will need 
a solid foundation in medical science and on-the-ground 
experience in combination with an ability to drive big policy 
changes at the state and national levels,” said Hoffman, who 
also serves as an associate professor in the College of Arts and 
Sciences’ Department of Anthropology and Middle Eastern 
Cultures. “As this past year’s unfortunate events have proven, 
our collective future depends on precisely the type of leadership, 
service and expertise that Christopher will bring to the table.”

by Sasha Stienberg
photo by Megan Bean

CHRISTOPHER 
ROBINSON
TRUMAN FINALIST

A Mississippi State Presidential Scholar and senior 
mechanical engineering major from Starkville 
has been selected to receive the prestigious Barry 
Goldwater Scholarship.

Reese A. Dunne is the 19th Mississippi State student to be 
recognized with the Goldwater Scholarship since the Goldwater 
Foundation’s inception.

This year, 1,256 students from 438 institutions were nominated, 
with the Goldwater Foundation naming 410 new Goldwater 
Scholars, including Dunne and four others from Mississippi 
higher education institutions.

Dr. David Hoffman, Director of the Shackouls Honors College 
Office of Prestigious External Scholarships, said the Goldwater is 
one of the nation’s premier undergraduate scholarships for STEM 
students with significant research experience and a passion for 
making important research contributions in graduate school and 
beyond. He said Dunne is “clearly one of the best amongst an 
extremely competitive pool of student researchers from across 
the country.”

“Mississippi State is so proud of Reese’s accomplishments and 
excited for him to continue participating in important research,” 
said Hoffman, who also serves as an associate professor in the 
College of Arts and Sciences’ Department of Anthropology and 
Middle Eastern Cultures.

Hoffman attributed Dunne’s success to a variety of 
undergraduate research opportunities, including work with John 
C. Malone Assistant Professor Lediju Bell as part of a Research 
Experience for Undergraduates at Johns Hopkins University. 
Dunne also has conducted research in the labs of Matthew 
Priddy, MSU assistant professor of mechanical engineering, 
and Dipangkar Dutta, a professor in MSU’s Department of 
Physics and Astronomy and the university’s winner of the 2021 
Southeastern Conference Faculty Achievement Award.

Hoffman said Dunne also has received “excellent” mentorship 
from MSU Professor Tommy Anderson and MSU Associate 
Professor Don Shaffer, who both teach in the College of Arts and 
Sciences’ Department of English. Anderson, former Director of 
the Office of Prestigious External Scholarships, currently serves 
as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in the College of Arts 
and Sciences and Interim Dean of the Shackouls Honors College. 
Shaffer also serves as Mentor to MSU’s Presidential Scholars, 
recipients of the university’s most prestigious undergraduate 
scholarships.

A member of MSU’s cross country and track and field teams, 
Dunne has benefitted from the Honors College’s support since 
his freshman year when he enrolled as a recipient of the G.V. 
“Sonny” Montgomery Presidential Endowed Scholarship. Also 
receiving the James Carl and Hazel Forbes Endowed Scholarship 
through the James Worth Bagley College of Engineering, 
Dunne was one of five nationwide Fulbright U.K. Summer 
Institute recipients selected in 2020. He plans to pursue a Ph.D. 
in mechanical engineering, conduct interdisciplinary research 
on biomedical-based projects, and teach at a major research 
university.

Reese Dunne Christopher Robinson

by Sasha Stienberg
photo by Megan Bean

GOLDWATER SCHOLAR
REESE DUNNE
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STUDENT SUCCESS

A senior chemical engineering major in the James 
Worth Bagley College of Engineering and the Judy 
and Bobby Shackouls Honors College at Mississippi 
State University is receiving the Humanity in Action 

Fellowship.

Mayukh K. Datta of Kosciusko, Mississippi, is the university’s 
second student to be recognized with the prestigious award. 

Datta participated in HIA’s Amsterdam Fellowship. Of the four 
fellowships available this year, Datta said he was drawn to this 
one because of its focus on environmental and energy-related 
issues.

“I’m also really interested in how pluralistic societies work and 
the kinds of challenges they face,” he said. “The Netherlands is 
one of the world’s most diverse countries, so I think I can learn 
a lot from it and draw connections between Amsterdam and 
Mississippi.”

Datta also looks forward to applying knowledge from the HIA 
Fellowship to expanding “Feeding the Future Mississippi,” a 
nonprofit he co-founded in 2019.

“Growing up in the city of Durant, I remember seeing friends 
getting their only meal in the school cafeteria. When I 
participated in the Delta Scholars Program as a freshman at 
Mississippi State, I came face-to-face with hard data about 
Holmes County and learned that it has one of the highest 
childhood food insecurity rates in the country. That experience 
showed me there was a need and got me thinking about how I 
could serve our state,” Datta said.

“Feeding the Future Mississippi” has provided more than 5,000 
meals since its inception, and the nonprofit is partnering with 
the Kroger Food Company to build a community garden in 
Durant.

Following graduation, Datta said he plans to earn a Ph.D. in 
economics and return to Mississippi to work in environmental 
justice advocacy.

“I believe education should be a combination of many things, 
and I’m very thankful for my engineering background from 
Mississippi State in teaching me that lesson. Engineering is not 
only about what needs to happen but also why, and that ‘full 
picture’ knowledge is an indispensable tool the engineering 
program here provides,” said the Bagley College Undergraduate 
Research Scholarship recipient who founded the MSU Climate 
Reality Project student organization.

Datta also praised the university for connecting him with 
supportive faculty like Dr. David Hoffman, an associate 
professor in MSU’s Department of Anthropology and Middle 
Eastern Cultures who also serves as Director of the Shackouls 
Honors College Office of Prestigious External Scholarships.

“Dr. Hoffman not only has helped me figure out how to tell my 
story during the Humanity in Action application process, but 
he’s been like a father figure to me. He’s one of those professors I 
go back to because he’s always there, providing great advice and 
insight,” Datta said. “Working with him is an experience that has 
taught me so much about myself and the work I want to do.”

by Sasha Stienberg
photo by Beth Wynn

MAYUKH DATTA

Mayukh Datta

Joy Cariño of Starkville, a spring 2020 English graduate 
at Mississippi State, is the university’s newest Fulbright 
finalist.

    A member of MSU’s Judy and Bobby Shackouls Honors 
College, Cariño has been accepted to serve as an English 
teaching assistant for high school teachers in Indonesia. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Indonesian program has been 
cancelled, but Cariño retains the honor of being a Fulbright 
finalist. Cariño’s selection marks the fourth consecutive year at 
least one MSU student has received this prestigious honor.

The Fulbright program is the flagship international educational 
exchange program sponsored by the U.S. government and is 
designed to increase mutual understanding between the people 
of the U.S. and those in other countries. Last summer, Cariño 
traveled to Indonesia as part of the U.S. Department of State’s 
Critical Language Scholarship Program, a cultural immersion 
program aimed at increasing the number of Americans 
mastering foreign languages important to international 
diplomacy.

“The honors college helped me articulate why I was interested 
in these programs and how my goals and interests are worth the 
U.S. government investing in,” Cariño said. “The Honors College 
is very supportive of students pursuing these scholarships, 
but one side benefit of that happening is they help students 
learn more about themselves and their own personal goals. In 
hindsight, that’s been one of the most valuable things of this 
process.”

While at MSU, Cariño has worked as an undergraduate 
researcher in the university’s Linguistics Lab, served as co-
editor-in-chief of MSU’s student-made creative arts journal The 
Streetcar, and was a founder of the university’s Poetry Club and 
Filipino Student Association. 

Dr. David Hoffman, an associate professor in MSU’s Department 
of Anthropology and Middle Eastern Cultures who also serves 
as the MSU advisor for the Fulbright and Critical Language 
Scholarship Programs, said Cariño’s experiences helped her 
become a strong Fulbright candidate.

“Joy is a student who is truly outstanding in her commitment to 
research, learning, and service,” Hoffman said. “Her application 
was successful because she seized opportunities and pushed 
herself to gain experiences that directly contributed to making 
her an excellent Fulbright candidate. Joy is the epitome of a 
scholar ambassador—a person living out the ideals of mutual 
understanding and learning that are the ultimate ideals of 
Fulbright Program.”

Cariño plans to pursue graduate school and research 
sociolinguistics in Southeast Asia. She said one of the most 
rewarding parts of her time at MSU has been helping people, 
including herself, find community among common interests.

“The point of my undergraduate experience was to learn more 
about the world,” Cariño said. “Through MSU, I was able to do 
that in lots of different ways.”

by James Carskadon
photo by Logan Kirkland

JOY CARIÑO

Joy Cariño

FULBRIGHT WINNERHUMANITY IN ACTION 
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STUDENT SUCCESS

A student in Mississippi 
State’s College of Arts 
and Sciences and 
Shackouls Honors 

College has won the university’s 
first individual national 
championship in debate.

Freshman Mia C. Robertson, 
a political science major from 
Starkville, was named overall 
season-long national champion 
in her International Public 
Debate Association division 
out of 305 qualified debaters 
from 84 schools. The 2020 
IPDA National Championship 
Tournament and Convention 
and the organization’s annual 
Championship Banquet were 
canceled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, but the IPDA 
recently announced the full 
slate of season-long IPDA 
National Champions. 

Brett Harvey, MSU’s Director of Title IX and EEO Programs  
who serves as the MSU Speech and Debate Council’s debate 
coach, said several other MSU debaters finished in the top 10 
in their respective divisions. Overall, MSU ranked eighth in 
the country out of 128 schools, marking the speech and debate 
council’s highest final ranking in its five years of existence.

“We are extremely grateful to university administrators for their 
support and glad to bring some deserved accolades home to 
MSU,” Harvey said.

by Sasha Steinberg

MIA 
ROBERTSON

Mia Robertson of Starkville (front row, far left) and her MSU Speech and Debate 
Council teammates smile for a group photo while holding trophies from a recent 
tournament. Pictured with Robertson are (front row, far right) Alicia Brown of Petal; 
(middle row, l-r) Tyler Melvin of Pooler, Georgia; Mayukh Datta of Kosciusko; Josh 
McCoy of Hattiesburg; (back row, l-r) Doug Bedsaul of Starkville; and Avery Adams of 
Carthage. 

Mia Robertson

Senior 
mechanical 
engineering 
major 

Reese A. Dunne 
of Starkville and 
junior aerospace 
engineering major 
Britain C. Steele 
of Mount Juliet, 
Tennessee, are 

receiving two of only 60 national 
scholarships being presented to the Astronaut Scholarship 
Foundation’s 2021 Astronaut Scholars Class, which includes 
students from 44 universities across the nation.

Recipients earn a merit-based scholarship of up to $15,000 and 
may participate in the ASF’s Innovative Leadership Mentor 
Program, providing access to a lifelong network of astronauts, 
Astronaut Scholar alumni, and leaders in academia, technical 
research, and corporate leadership.

Dunne is a Mississippi State Presidential Scholar, the university’s 
19th Barry Goldwater Scholar and a member of MSU’s cross 
country and track and field teams. He completed a virtual 
Research Experience for Undergraduates at Johns Hopkins 
University last summer and is participating virtually in one this 
summer at Stanford University.

Dunne also has conducted research in the labs of Matthew 
Priddy, MSU Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering, 
and Dipangkar Dutta, a professor in MSU’s Department of 
Physics and Astronomy and the university’s winner of the 2021 
Southeastern Conference Faculty Achievement Award.

“I did not see myself as a researcher when I got to college, but Dr. 
Dutta completely changed that. He introduced me to the world of 
research by letting me do research in his lab as a freshman, and 
that was a game-changer for my career,” Dunne said.

“I am also grateful for Dr. Tommy Anderson and Dr. David 
Hoffman in the Honors College. They have helped me so much 
by giving great advice and being available whenever I need to 
talk about anything. It’s awesome how they support students,” 
Dunne said.

Dunne plans to pursue a Ph.D. in mechanical engineering, 
conduct interdisciplinary research on biomedical-based projects, 
and teach at a major research university. He hopes to make his 
MSU professors proud by becoming a mentor to other student 
researchers.

Steele currently is pursuing 
an innovation, engineering 
and flight co-op experience 
at Gulfstream Aerospace 
Corporation in Savannah, 
Georgia. He said he looks 
forward to continuing acoustic 
levitation research with 
MSU Aerospace Engineering 
Assistant Professor Zhenhua 
Tian after returning to 
Starkville in spring of 2022.

“Working with Dr. Tian is a 
lot of fun. He’s changed my life 
since I came to college because 
he gave me the confidence to 
move forward in aerospace,” Steele said. “I wanted to get into 
research to learn what it takes to be a scientist and leader in this 
industry, and Dr. Tian completely encompasses that ideal. He’s a 
very intelligent and interesting guy, and I’m excited to have him 
for future classes once I get back on campus.”

Steele, who also is enrolled in MSU’s MBA Venture Pathway 
Program, said he is excited to be one of the first in his family 
to graduate from college. He is confident his MSU education 
and Astronaut Scholarship experience will help him achieve his 
dreams of becoming a professional entrepreneur and astronaut.

by Sasha Stienberg

DUNNE, STEELE

Reese Dunne

Britain Steele

DEBATE CHAMPION
NAMED NASA ASTRONAUT SCHOLARS
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AUDITIONS

A Greek Tragedy by Aeschylus

Griffis Hall -- 4th Floor -- Room 401

***NO PREPARATION NEEDED,

OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS***

This production is part of the 

Honors College Classical Week, 

September 20th-24th, 2021. 

For additional information, contact Dr. 

Clevinger, the Director, at 

dclevinger@honors.msstate.edu

FOR

August 16th -- 6:00 p.m. --New Students

August 17th & 18th -- 6:00 p.m. -- Returning Students

**A one hour Directed Individual Study Credit may be awarded 

for a major role or contribution to the production. 

SOURCE: WHO

DELTA SCHOLARS
Wednesday, Jan. 27 at 3:30pm (CST) 

with Dr. Christopher Snyder, Dean at MSU's Shackouls Honors College,

Rhodes Scholar Field Brown, and Dr. Mary M. Wesley from the 

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

VIRTUAL INFORMATION SESSION

https://zoom.us/j/92811105218?pwd=ZkJhYTBqUWMwR2ZBM3p4SkIrNkdWZz09

Zoom passcode: msdelta

Application Deadline: Feb. 15For more information:honors.msstate.edu/news/article/2020/11/delta-scholars-program/

Students who are currently enrolled full-time in
a two-or four-year college or university are
encouraged to apply.

The 2021 Delta Scholars SummerInstitute will be June 7-18 at Mississippi
State University and the Delta region.

QUESTIONS? 
Contact the Office of Prestigious
External Scholarships Graduate 
Assistant, Maria Schrupp, at 
mcs866@msstate.edu

WHY FULBRIGHT?
Fulbright provides opportunities to
expand cultural, research, and
teaching skills as well as helping to
build mutual understanding between
the U.S. and host countries.

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM ADVISER:

Dr. David Hoffman
Director of the Office of Prestigious
External Scholarships
dmh272@msstate.edu

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program provides over
2,100 grants to American students each year. Students
utilize these funds to perform research, participate in
academic study, or assist English teachers in 140+
countries across the globe. The benefits of this
program include gaining research experience,
participating in cultural exchange, and experiencing
new perspectives and ways of living than are found in
America. Fulbright finalists will have most or all
expenses paid (based on award)

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?

WHAT IS THE FULBRIGHT U.S. PROGRAM?

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
THE FULBRIGHT AWARDS, 

U.S. citizens who meet the language requirements (if

applicable) and demonstrate the ability to succeed in

the program if selected. You must have with a

Bachelor's degree and or equivalent at the time of

award.

FULBRIGHT AWARDS
INFORMATION SESSION
MARCH 31, 2022 | 3:30 P.M. | GRIFFIS HALL, ROOM 401

SCAN HERE 

The	first	book-length	critical	study	of	the	black	experience	in	the	Vietnam	
War	and	its	aftermath,	Shirley	Hanshaw’s	Re-Membering	and	Surviving	
interrogates	the	meaning	of	heroism	based	on	models	from	African	and	
African	American	expressive	culture.	It	focuses	on	four	novels:	Captain	
Blackman	(1972)	by	John	A.	Williams,	Tragic	Magic	(1978)	by	Wesley	
Brown,	Coming	Home	(1971)	by	George	Davis,	and	De	Mojo	Blues	(1985)	by	
A.	R.	Flowers.	Discussions	of	the	novels	are	framed	within	the	historical	
context	of	all	wars	prior	to	Vietnam	in	which	Black	Americans	fought.	The	
success	or	failure	of	the	hero	on	his	identity	quest	is	predicated	upon	the	
extent	to	which	he	can	reconnect	with	African	or	African	American	cultural	
memory.	He	is	engaged	therefore	in	“re-membering,”	a	term	laden	with	the	
specificity	of	race	that	implies	a	cultural	history	comprised	of	African	
retentions	and	an	interdependent	relationship	with	the	community	for	
survival.	The	reader	will	find	that	a	common	history	of	racism	and	
exploitation	that	African	Americans	and	Vietnamese	share	sometimes	
results	in	the	hero’s	empathy	with	and	compassion	for	the	so-called	enemy,	
a	unique	contribution	of	the	black	novelist	to	American	war	literature. 

MSU FACULTY 

BOOK TALK 

──── 

DR. SHIRLEY 
HANSHAW, 

PROFESSOR EMERITA,
DEPARTMENT OF

ENGLISH 

──── 

THURSDAY, 9/23 

4:00PM 

VIA ZOOM 

Click Here to Join 

PASSCODE: 500835 

──── 

H  O  N  O  R  S

MinorityMinority     

D A Y   T R I P ENRICHMENTENRICHMENT

November 19, 2021

1.The National Memorial for Peace & Justice

(Montgomery, AL)

2. Photo @ Edmund Pettus Bridge

(Selma, AL)

3. Topgolf

(Birmingham, AL)

If interested, contact Dr. LaShan Simpsonby Nov. 9

cls893@msstate.edu

Information Session

What is the Knight-Hennessey
Scholarship?

Who is Eligible for the Knight-
Hennessy Scholarship? 

The Knight-Hennessy Scholarship
program aims to develop a community

of future global leaders to address
complex challenges through

collaboration and innovation. Every year,
up to 100 high-achieving students from
around the world receive full funding to
pursue any graduate degree at Stanford.
The  program cultivates and supports a

highly-engaged, multidisciplinary and
multicultural community of graduate

students from across Stanford
University.

Any student who will earn their first
U.S. bachelor's degree by September of

2023 is eligible. There are no
restrictions based on age, college or

university, field of study, or career
aspiration. Citizens and residents of all

countries are encouraged to apply.
Applicants must be accepted into a

graduate program at Stanford
University. Preference is given to
applicants who plan to attend a

graduate degree program that is at
least two years in length

 

For any questions regarding this event, please contact Office of Prestigious External Scholarship's Graduate

Assistant Maria Schrupp at mcs866@msstate.edu

April 7th, 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. 407 Griffis Hall

MONDAY, MARCH 7TH @ NOON
401 Griffis Hall

Pizza and

Politics

With Dr. Brian Shoup, Dr. Benjamin Tkach,and Dr. Caroline Holmes
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How Growing Up In Mississippi
Prepared Me For The Future

WITH MR. JERRY BOSTICK, M

SU

ALUM AND FORMER NASA FLIGHT

CONTROLLER

Tuesday, January 18th

4:00pm

John Grisham Reading Room

Mitchel Memorial Library

For any questions regarding this event, please contact Office of Prestigious

External Scholarship's Graduate Assistant Maria Schrupp at
mcs866@msstate.edu

2022 Shackouls Summer Study Program

at the University of Oxford
See Oxford, London, Windsor Castle, and more.

Great opportunity for Cursus Honorum students! 

May 17-June 24, 2022

Applications due Feb. 15, 2022

Courses:

HON 3183: 

The World of C. S. Lewis

(with Dr. Snyder)

HON 4003:

Oxbridge Tutorial

(with an Oxford faculty

member)

These 6 week courses

provide 6 credit hours. 

Join us for an information

session in the Griffis

Courtyard* for program details,

refreshments, and croquet!

Tuesday, November 2nd 

5:00 p.m.
*If weather does not permit an outdoor

event, the meeting will move to Griffis 401.

The Shackouls Honors College is pleased to continue The Orators - a 
year long program which invites speakers that represent various campus 

disciplines and topics to engage our university and community in 
research, course work, and public forums. This year's theme is:

Acts of Tolerance vs. Acts of Punishment: 
Taking the Journey to Find Justice

Exploring Our Future... Justice For All?

Featured Speaker: Cornell William Brooks 
Hauser Professor of the Practice of Nonprofit Organizations 
and Professor of the Practice of Public Leadership and Social 

Justice at Harvard Kennedy School

Lecture Title: Reimagining Mississippi’s Past for America’s Future

Monday, February 21 at 4:00 p.m. 
Fowlkes Auditorium, Colvard Student Union

Moderator: Dr. Donna L. Clevinger, Professor of Communication/Theatre and 
Senior Faculty Fellow, Shackouls Honors College, Mississippi State University 

Introduction: Dr. C. LaShan Simpson, Associate Professor of Biomedical 
Engineering & Coordinator of Diversity Initiatives, Shackouls Honors College, 
Mississippi State University 

For additional information: 662.325.2522 or dclevinger@honors.msstate.edu

*************** 
These scholarly events are made possible through the generous support of Mississippi 

State University's Shackouls Honors College and through its on and off campus 
interdisciplinary partnerships. 

*************** 

INFORMATION SESSION

Where: 401 Griffis Hall

When: October 14th from 2:30-3:30

Who: Anyone interested in applying for a Truman

Scholar in the future! 

*If you have any questions regarding this

information session, please contact Maria

Schrupp at mcs866@msstate.edu

 

TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP

INFORMATION SESSION

T H E  O F F I C E  O F  P R E S T I G I O U S  E X T E R N A L  S C H O L A R S H I P S

WHAT IS THE TRUMAN

SCHOLARSHIP? 
"The Scholarship for College Students Who Want to Make a Difference." 
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ELIGIBILITY

Junior Level Student

Record of Public and

Community Services

Leadership Potential 

Desired Career in Public

Service or Government

2022 TIMELINE

Mississippi State Deadline:

December 9

Finalist Interviews:

January/February

Recipients Announced:  

 Mid April

*The information for this flyer was taken from https://www.truman.gov/

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

ON THE
TRUMAN
SCHOLARSHIP:

THERE’S ALWAYS THERE’S ALWAYS 
SOMETHING GOING ON AT SOMETHING GOING ON AT 

SHACKOULSSHACKOULS



Check out these and hundreds of other 
undergraduate research projects by 
scanning the QR code.

In April of 2022, students exhibited their innovative research projects and presented their work to 
others in the Mississippi State University community. One hundred ninety-six research projects 
were presented at the 2022 Spring Undergraduate Research Symposium sponsored by the Judy 
and Bobby Shackouls Honors College over a two-day period.

The projects were judged in one of four categories: Arts and Humanities; Biological Sciences 
and Engineering; Physical Science and Engineering; and Social Sciences. Additional competitions 
were held in Community Engagement Research, sponsored by the Center for Community-Engaged 
Learning; Public Health Research, sponsored by the Department of Food Science, Nutrition, and Health 
Promotion; Three-Minute Thesis Research, sponsored by the MSU Graduate School; and the Tomorrow 
Builder Award recognized by the Theta Tau Professional Engineering Fraternity.  

The twice-yearly symposium provides an opportunity for students from diverse departments, colleges, and 
research centers across campus to share their faculty-guided, cutting-edge research and creative activity, 
while also giving students a chance to practice presenting their research and sharpen their professional 
and public speaking skills.

“Students who participate in the symposium develop and practice the skills of scholars and researchers. 
They communicate about the importance, methods, and findings as well as answer questions about their 
research project,” said Dr. Anastasia D. Elder, Associate Dean of Shackouls Honors College and Director 
of Undergraduate Research at MSU.  

Mississippi State University faculty, staff, and graduate assistants judged research projects based on the 
quality of research and students’ communication abilities. 

“In disseminating research through posters or oral presentations, undergraduates are taking steps similar 
to scholars in their field—sharing their original work with others,” said Elder. “Engaging in research 
empowers students to understand their field further, and can clarify a career path, prepare them for 
graduate school, and allow them to demonstrate collaborative work and perseverance.” 

THE 
PATH OF GREATER

UNDERSTANDING
THE OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

Kara Hubbard
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Arts and Humanities

Biological sciences and engineering

“Affordable Multifamily Housing in Relation to Community Revitalization and Social 
Development: A Cross Analysis of Regional Housing in Urban Contexts” by Alysia Williams, a 
senior architecture major from Kennesaw, Georgia 

“Novus Miles Christi: Spiritual Authority and Suffering in the Presbyterian Missionary 
Movement” by Jacob Pritchard, a senior philosophy major from Memphis, Tennessee

“A Diffusion Tensor Imaging Approach to Investigate the Effects of Exercise on Quadricep 
Muscle Fiber Lengths” by Reese Dunne, a senior mechanical engineering major from Starkville, 
Mississippi 

“A Method for Quantifying Neurodegeneration Using a Drosophila Model of Spinocerebellar 
Ataxia Type 1” by Nicholas Stinson, a senior biochemistry major from Brandon, Mississippi

“Advancement of Methods for Quantifying Osteogenesis in Static and Dynamic Culture” by Sophie 
Jones, a senior biological engineering major from Birmingham, Alabama 

“Are Barn Owls Potential Biological Control Agents for Rodents in the Black Belt?” by Catherine 
Paul, a senior wildlife and fisheries science/wildlife science major from Southaven, Mississippi 

“Effects of Dietary Supplementation of DL-Methionine and the Calcium Salt of DL-Methionine 
Hydroxy Analog Against the Diquat-Induced Oxidative Stress in Growing Pigs” by Gracie Teel, a 
senior biochemistry major from Nesbit, Mississippi 

“Invasive Aquatic Plant Species Identification on Nvidia Jetson Nano Using Computer Vision 
and Deep Learning” by Ashutosh Shah, a senior mechanical engineering major from Starkville, 
Mississippi 

“The Conservation of Brain Folding Mechanics” by Amber Cook, a senior biological engineering 
major from Nesbit, Mississippi

THREE MINUTE THESIS RESEARCH COMPETITION
Grand Champion: “Investigating Differing COVID-19 Vaccine Attitudes Within Families” by 
Sarah Dulaney, a senior microbiology major from Vicksburg, Mississippi 

Runner Up: “Aerodynamics of Winglets” by Satsha Burden, a senior aerospace engineering major 
from Tupelo, Mississippi

People’s Choice: “Effects of Glyphosate on Recombination Plasticity in C. Elegans” by Riley Cutler, 
a senior biological sciences major from Herndon, Virginia 

2022 Top Ranking Research Projects
social sciences
“Evaluation of a Levels System to Address Food Refusal in Adolescences” by Anna McLain, a senior 
educational psychology major from Hattiesburg, Mississippi

“Examining Water Expenditures Burden in the Southeastern U.S.” by Josie Nasekos, a junior 
agricultural economics major from Clinton, Mississippi

“Parenting and Emerging Adult Sexual Health: The Impact of Parental Religiosity and Relationship 
Quality on Risky Sexual Behavior” by Eleanor Holt, a senior psychology major from Birmingham, 
Alabama 

“The Relationship between Gender and Race and Body Image Dissatisfaction in Mississippi” 
by Amy Pham, a senior food science, nutrition, and health promotion major from Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi  

“You Are What You Keep: Community-Based Evaluation of the Relationship Between Hoarding 
Symptoms and Interconnectedness with Items” by Camden Patterson, a junior psychology major 
from Southaven, Mississippi

physical sciences and engineering
“A Radical Library: Cataloging Radiation Yield of Acrylates Undergoing Electron-Beam 
Polymerization” by Katelyn Woodard, a senior chemical engineering major from Paducah, 
Kentucky 

“Aerodynamics of Winglets” by Satsha Burden, a senior aerospace engineering major from Tupelo, 
Mississippi 

“Development of Generative Adversarial Network Model for Multi-Phase Flow Prediction” by 
Minjae Cho, a sophomore mechanical engineering major from Starkville, Mississippi

“NMEA Communicator Integration for Flight Simulator Training” by Devin Foeller, a senior 
aerospace engineering major from Southaven , Mississippi 

“The Effect of Data Availability and Domain Adaptation for Part Certification in Metal-Based 
Additive Manufacturing” by Timothy Wunrow, a senior industrial engineering major from 
Memphis, Tennessee 

public health
First Place: “Alcohol Consumption and Sleep Quality Among College Students at Mississippi State 
University” by Erin Dickinson, a senior food science and dietetics major from Orchard Lake, 
Mississippi  

Second Place: “Survival and Persistence of Listeria Monocytogenes Bug600 and ScottA After 
Exposure to High and Low Concentrations of First Generation Quaternary Ammonium 
Compound (Benzalkonium Chloride)” by Emily Tucker, a senior biochemistry major from Vienna, 
Virginia 

Third Place: “Backgrounds Come Back Around: Fragile Families and Early Adolescent Substance 
Abuse” by Rachel Kalchbrenner, a senior psychology major from Starkville, Mississippi
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community engagement

theta tau tomorrow builder award

“Advancement of Methods for Quantifying Osteogenesis in Static and Dynamic Culture” by Sophie 
Jones, a senior biological engineering major from Birmingham, Alabama 

“Evaluation of a Levels System to Address Food Refusal in Adolescences” by Anna McLain, a senior 
educational psychology major from Hattiesburg, Mississippi

“The Nexus Between Community Socioeconomic Factors and Expected Behavioral Response to 
Upcoming Climate Disaster” by Joshua Warnsley, a senior industrial engineering major from 
Decatur, Mississippi

“Invasive Aquatic Plant Species Identification on Nvidia Jetson Nano Using Computer Vision 
and Deep Learning” by Ashutosh Shah, a senior mechanical engineering major from Starkville, 
Mississippi 

Anne Elizabeth Harrington

2022 Top Ranking Research Projects

Alysia Williams

Mississippi State students distilled semesters’ worth of 
research during the annual Three Minute Research 
competition.

The competition, sponsored by the MSU Graduate School, pitted 
13 students from various colleges and backgrounds against each 
other to see who could best employ their verbal communication 
skills to convey their work to a panel of judges.

Sarah Dulaney, a senior microbiology major from Vicksburg, 
was named grand champion. Satsha Burden, a senior aerospace 
engineering major from Tupelo, won runner-up. Dulaney and 
Burden received cash prizes, as did senior biological sciences 
major Riley Cutler, who was recognized with the event’s People’s 
Choice designation.

"[The most gratifying aspect was] seeing people outside of my lab 
and field equally excited and interested in my research," he said.

“This competition was the culmination of three years of hard 
work, long hours, and data collection described in the span of 
three minutes. It was exciting, to say the least.” 

Through practice for the competition, Burden said he learned to 
pace himself when explaining research, a skill he is hopeful will 
help him with future jobs.

“I’ve never had to explain my project to nonaerospace people 
before. From this competition, I will be able to explain projects to 
anyone,” said Burden, whose pitch focused on the aerodynamics 
of winglets—vertical airfoils installed on an aircraft’s wingtip. 

“Before, I would rush through explaining things. Now, I will say 
that I have found my tone and speed.”

Winning the competition, Dulaney said, was “a wonderful 
surprise” and helped validate the time and effort spent on 
her research on differing COVID-19 vaccine attitudes within 
families, specifically focusing on how much the role of parents 
plays in young adult outlooks on vaccines and medical decisions. 

She credited Dr. Holli Seitz, an assistant professor in the MSU 
Department of Communication who also oversees the MSU 
Social Science Research Center’s Message Laboratory, for 
preparing her for the competition.

“At first, I was a little nervous. I didn’t feel like my research was 
good enough, but she reassured me it was. I knew she had faith in 
me, and I wanted to do my best, so I put a lot of time and effort 
into my presentation and my talking points,” Dulaney said. 

"The Three Minute Research competition empowers students 
to break out of their shells and shatter the stereotype of a quiet, 
introverted lab worker,” said Dr. Anastasia Elder, Shackouls 
Honors College Associate Dean and Director of Undergraduate 
Research.

“An important part of being a researcher is being able to 
communicate the importance of findings and relate it to general 
audiences. It’s important to be able to help others understand 
why we do what we do and what the significance of it is—why 
we’re putting money, ideas, and energy into things,” she said.

SHORT AND SWEET
Satsha Burden
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DEFENSE
you can’t beat a good

2021-2022 Theses Defended
Andreana Durham, “The Indirect Effect of Childhood Trauma 
on Body Mass Index Through Exercise Frequency,” faculty 
advisor: Dr. Cliff McKinney 

Brady Kruse, ““As a Father You Shall Be to Me”: Examining the 
Anglo-Saxon Oath in J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, faculty 
advisor: Dr. Christopher Snyder  

Abigail Musser, “The Comparison of Data Collection Methods 
in Evaluating Drivers’ Responses to Variable Message Signs,” 
faculty advisor: Dr. Alireza Ermagun  

Garrett Smith, “Terrorism Tactics: Vehicular Attacks in Israel,” 
faculty advisor: Dr. Benjamin Tkach  

Javad A’arabi, “Adopting Lactobacillus and Organic Acids as 
Alternative Treatments to Necrotic Enteritis,” faculty mentor: Dr. 
Li Zhang   

Griffin   Adcock, “Development   and  Prototyping  of  Motion  Capture 
Hand  Cluster  Using  3D  Printing,” faculty  mentor:  Dr. Reuben  Burch

Nirmal Bhatt, “An Analysis of County Level Energy Burdens in 
Mississippi,” faculty mentor: Dr. Brian Pugh  

Lauren Bowles, “Effects of Declaw Dans on Shelter Cat 
Populations,” faculty mentor: Dr. Peter Allen   

Mayukh Datta, “The Price on Our Tap: A Policy and 
Quantitative Analysis County-Level Water Affordability in 
Alabama,” faculty mentor: Dr. Matthew Interis  

Tanner DeYoung, “In Other Words, Socialized Medicine: 
Journal of the American Medical Association Versus the 
International Labour Organization,” faculty mentor: Dr. 
Matthew Peaple  

Sarah Dulaney, “Investigating Differing COVID-19 Vaccine 
Attitudes Within Families,” faculty mentor: Dr. Holli Seitz  

Madeline Enlow, “Sentiment trends in political tweets: a case 
study of Marjorie Taylor Greene,” faculty mentor: Dr. Holli Seitz  

During the fall 2021 and spring 2022 
semesters, 23 Honors College students 
researched, wrote, and successfully 
defended their theses to a faculty 
committee. Writing an honors thesis affords 
students an opportunity to explore in 
detail a topic of interest. An undergraduate 

honors thesis is a significant research project and often serves as 
the culmination of months of sustained investigation. They may 
take different forms based on a student’s major and professional 
aspirations, yet all honors theses contain polished, scholarly, and 
original work. 

These students began by identifying a subject or research topic 
that was interesting to them. Some research expanded upon a 
project they have completed, and some involved a new inquiry 
into a research question that had yet to be answered. Each 
student worked over multiple semesters to prepare and write 
their honors thesis under the direction of a faculty mentor who 
specializes in the field of study that they are researching. Each 
student worked closely with their faculty research mentor and 
received feedback from a committee, including an additional 
subject specialist and a member of the Shackouls Honors faculty. 
Students were expected to model their work after a graduate-level 
thesis. 

After months of work and many revisions, students presented 
their work to their thesis committee and an audience open to the 
public. During their presentation, students conveyed important 
aspects of their research and communicated the significance and 
implication of their work. 

The achievement of successfully defending a thesis can set a 
student apart when applying for graduate and professional 
school, and the process teaches students to craft their own ideas 
and interests into a well-organized research project and how 
to present the results. Two years after the theses are defended, 
they are published in the MSU Library Institutional Repository 
archive. 

Jonathan Franz, “The Flaming Cross: The Methodist Church 
in Mississippi During the Civil Rights Era,” faculty mentor: Dr. 
James Giesen  

Abigail Grant, “Alternative Inhibitors of Canonical Wnt 
Signaling,” faculty mentor: Dr. C. LaShan Simpson  

Anne Elizabeth Harrington, ‘“Being a Chi O to a Fraternity 
Boy is the Greatest Thing that Could Happen’: Reputation, 
Heterosocialization, and Status Among Sorority Women,” 
faculty advisor: Dr. Rachel Allison  

Ryan Jarrat, “Extinguishing the Spark: Mass Protests as a 
Determinant of Journalist Killings 1992-2022,” faculty advisor: 
Dr. Benjamin Tkach  

Lillian McElreath, “Speech Therapy for ASD: Funding, 
Curriculum, Potential for Success,” faculty mentor: Dr. Sarah 
Karami  

Mary Margaret Mitchell, “Masked Up and Feeling Down: The 
Association Between Mental Health and Preventative Regulation 
During the Covid Pandemic,” faculty mentor: Dr. Bennett Porter  

Maeve Rigney, “Fragrantasia: 24 Ekphrastic Poems about 
Scent,” faculty mentor: Dr. Catherine Pierce  

John Graham Roberson, “Comparison of PLGA and PCL 
Ratios in Kartogenin-Containing Nano-Scaffolds Produced Via 
the Electrospinning Process,” faculty mentor: Dr. Steve Elder  

Christopher Robinson, “Reestablishing a New Normal: 
Addressing the Social Injustices at the Heart of the 
Cardiovascular Disease Epidemic and Examining the Role of 
Fetuin-A as Potential Therapy,” faculty mentor: Dr. C. LaShan 
Simpson  

Katelyn Sette, “The Mechanistic Basis for the Toxicity 
Difference Between Juvenile Rats and Mice following Exposure 
to the Agricultural Insecticide Chlorpyrifos,” faculty mentor: Dr. 
Russell Carr   

Colton Watson, “Independent Investigations of the 
Relationships between Altruistic Behavior and Empathy with 
Depressive Behavior,” faculty mentor: Dr. Cliff McKinney

Mayukh Data
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Colors of a Koi Pond, The Streetcar Vol. 9
Madison Brode

Where The Whales Sing, The Streetcar Vol. 9
Riley Cutler





Pictured from left to right: Phillip Wright, Nicholas Youngstead, Devin Hutchins, Vidur Katyal

Mississippi State University’s Shackouls Honors 
College staged a production of the Greek tragedy, 
Prometheus Bound, by Aeschylus, September 21 
and 22, 2021 in Bettersworth Auditorium during 

the annual Classical Week. To say that the play was exceptional 
is an understatement. The cast, consisting primarily of MSU 
first-semester students, prepared for weeks leading up to the 
two-night performance. From the costumes to the music to 
the emotion of each line, the production was powerful and 
professionally executed.   

Dr. Donna Clevinger is the director and producer of the plays 
and serves as Senior Faculty Fellow and Professor of Theatre/
Communication. In an interview, Clevinger revealed the origin 
of the idea to choose Prometheus Bound. 

“It was a dare,” Clevinger said about the origin of the idea to 
mount a production of Prometheus Bound. A few years ago, a 
professional colleague from another university told Clevinger 
that due to the lengthy monologues and the fact the main 
character was essentially chained to a rock the entire play, it was 
unlikely that the play could be pulled off in a university setting. 
Clevinger took this as a challenge and got to work.  

As she was preparing during the early stages of production, 
Clevinger had ideas for the music. She explained that she heard 
cello music when reading the script and recruited a student to 
help bring this inspiration to life. Eli Denson, an MSU senior 
seeking a Bachelor of Music Education, composed the cello 
music for the play. Jonah Albert performed the score, adding 
emotion and power to every line, movement, and sound effect.  

Originally devised as an outdoors production, inclement weather 
forced the production to Bettersworth Auditorium. Despite the 
change of venue, Clevinger said this was one of the program's 
stronger productions. 

“[The production was fantastic], not because it was indoors or the 
sound effects or the lighting. It was the honors students, one of 
the largest groups to audition, who wanted to be involved from 
the very beginning,” she said. 

One of those students is John McCommon, a mathematics major 
and a first-year Honors College student at MSU. 

McCommon first heard about Classical Week and the play at 
Honors College Convocation during the beginning of the fall 
semester. He felt confident that he wanted to have a hand in the 
stage production. When McCommon showed interest in the crew 
positions, Dr. Clevinger assigned him the role of Assistant Stage 
Manager. 

“One of the things that I did was help [the performers] to try 
and get their movements down, try and get their lines down, and 
their blocking down," he said.
  
Participating in the play’s production allowed McCommon to 
not only learn a new set of skills but, more importantly, make 
new acquaintances in the Honors College. 

“There was not a single person that was a part of this that I did 
not come out genuinely liking by the end of it,” he said. 

McCommon had no previous knowledge or experience in theater 
production but shared that he hopes to participate again next 
year.  

 “Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound was a play that I read in college 
and was one of my favorite Greek dramas. I never got to see a 
live production of it, and I have always wanted to,” said Honors 
College Director of British Studies, Dr. Christopher Snyder.

“Dr. Clevinger is a pro. She is going to demand a lot from the 
students … This is what she does, what she lives and breathes, 
and I think the students respect that.” 

Classical Week is a ten year Honors College tradition. The three-
day event features two live productions of a classical play and 
a series of lectures from invited scholars known as the Orators 
series. This series focuses on a single theme for that year, which 
is derived from the theme of the play. This year’s theme was “Acts 
of Tolerance vs. Acts of Punishment: Taking the Journey to Find 
Justice.”

“We wanted to engage students in the classical world to remind 
them that things like comedy, tragedy, democracy, classical 
architecture, all of this stuff comes from the classical world, and 
it should not be forgotten,” said Snyder.

From left to right: Anna Jenkins, Annea Scales, Madelyn 
Sykes, Illiana Ramos, Anna Kirkpatrick, Trinity Powers, 
Hannah Daniels
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Due to the significant impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Dr. Donna Clevinger, Senior Faculty 
Fellow and Professor of Theatre/Communication, 
was unable to provide her usual live stage 

performance during the September Classical Week production. 
However, she wanted to provide returning students as well as 
entering freshmen with a creative outlet and the community 
entertainment. So, she turned to 20th-century radio dramas to 
provide entertainment for all during this difficult and trying 
time.  

For the fall 2020 theatre presentation, Clevinger and her 
students performed Seneca’s Oedipus, which was recorded in 
the MaxxSouth Digital Media Center in the Mitchell Memorial 
Library on MSU’s campus. Thanks to Wade Leonard, Honors 
College Outreach and Student Services Coordinator and host of 
the podcast "Honorable Mentions," and his technical expertise 
along with the cast and crew, one Saturday was spent recording 
this production. It was aired the last week in October with 
special airings on Halloween by the MSU radio station as well as 
the community radio stations.  

� DIO
CLASSICS

Due to the success of the 2020 radio play and the continuation 
of COVID restrictions, Dr. Clevinger, with the support of the 
honors students, decided to do yet another radio drama for 
the spring of 2021. The Twisted Tales of Poe was selected for 
production which featured three stories by famed American 
writer Edgar Allan Poe and provided multiple roles for cast 
members. The group spent about six weeks rehearsing in-person 
and over Zoom and before production was recorded. A room 
in Griffis Hall was converted into a recording studio, and the 
students wore masks while practicing social distancing. The 
recording was released on the Honors College website the first 
week of March. 

“There was no stress because if you said a line weird or wrong, 
you could just say it again,” said MSU senior Aerospace 
Engineering major and cast-member, Jack Parr.

Overall, Parr, an aerospace engineering major, was thankful 
for his time in Clevinger’s productions because he felt that 
his participation helped develop his public speaking and 
professional skills.  

“[Creating an audio drama] opened the door for us to use a 
different medium, which was a good opportunity. It was a way 
for us to reach a larger audience,” he said.

Parr was able to share the radio drama with more of his family 
and friends, and the production can still be enjoyed today. 

Clevinger’s innovation allowed students to continue to express 
themselves theatrically and provided an outlet for them when so 
many things were canceled or postponed.

Pictured from left to right: (Front row) Peyton Anderson, 
Ryan Bergman, (middle row) Madelyn Sykes, Makayla 
Smith, Zoe Nunn, (back row) Courtney Cochran, Lindsay 
Culpeper, Jack Parr, Joseph Rutherford, Christian 
Fulcher, Hannah Gregory

Jack Parr
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WHEN THE PANDEMIC ENDED PUBLIC 

PERFORMANCES, THE STUDENTS OF THE 

SHACKOULS HONORS COLLEGE TURNED 

TO AN OLD SCHOOL METHOD USING 

CUTTING EDGE TECHNOLOGY
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The Shackouls Honors College Orators program invites 
speakers, representing various campus disciplines, to 
engage and enrich the campus and local communities 
through public forums, panel discussions, seminars, 

course work, research, and public lectures. The play produced 
during Classical Week serves as a springboard for the year-long 
Orators theme. The theme for fall 2021 - spring 2022 was “Acts 
of Tolerance vs. Acts of Punishment: Taking the Journey to Find 
Justice, Exploring Our Present... Justice Served?”  

During Classical Week, hosted by the Shackouls Honors College 
and Dr. Donna Clevinger, Senior Faculty Fellow and Professor of 
Theatre/Communication, the first lecture in the Orators Series 
was by Dr. Richard Eldridge. Eldridge is a lecturer in Philosophy 
at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and his lecture 
was titled "Aeschylus, Homer, and Plato: Why Inconsistency 
About Justice is Interesting." After watching the production of 
Prometheus Bound, the play produced that fall by MSU students 
and Clevinger, he was inspired to shift his topic from what he 
had prepared and discuss the play. 

“He was so complimentary to me and the cast and really the 
entire production,” said Clevinger.  

The November lecture in the series was presented by Dr. Manuel 
Rodeiro, an Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Mississippi 
State University. His lecture was titled "Justice and Ecocide: How 
Liberal Pluralism Can Adjudicate Environmental Conflicts." 
It focused on environmental safety, a subject to which Rodeiro 
has dedicated much of his career. His most recent publication, 
“Justice and Ecocide: A Rawlsian Account,” develops the notion 
of eco-relational pluralism as a discursive and legal tool for 
compelling states to curtail environmentally destructive social 
and economic practices. 

In celebration of Black History Month, the Shackouls Honors 
College hosted Cornell William Brooks, Hauser Professor of 
the Practice of Nonprofit Organizations and Professor of the 
Practice of Public Leadership and Social Justice at Harvard 
Kennedy School, as its February Orators lecturer. His two-day 
visit to MSU entailed meals with faculty, staff, and students, 
as well as attending classes and engaging directly with honors 
students. His lecture was titled "Re-imagining Mississippi’s Past 
for America’s Future." The well-attended lecture was warmly 
received by both campus and community individuals. Students 
across the campus discussed various topics presented by 
professor Brooks. 

HONORS THEATRICS

In the fall semester of 2020, Honors Theatrics, a student-led 
organization, took its first steps to become an official club 
at MSU. Dr. Donna Clevinger, Senior Faculty Fellow and 
Professor of Theatre/Communication, had been listening 

to the students express their desire to have an honors theatre 
club for years. Clevinger thought it would be a good time to start 
the process of forming the organization during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“If not now, when? It gives all of us something to look forward to 
during this stressful time,” she said. 

Clevinger, with the help of several students, particularly Peyton 
Anderson, a senior MSU Animal and Dairy Science major, 
began drafting the bylaws and constitution for the organization 
throughout the fall and spring 2021 semesters. Finally, in April 
2021, Honors Theatrics became the official performing arts 
Honors club. 

In the fall of 2021, Honors Theatrics was growing its membership 
and advertising the organization. Its new members, as well as 
returning students, worked together for the first time during 
the Classical Week production. The planning for their first 
production for the spring began in the late fall of 2021 with an 
announcement that Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein would be the 
first production by the group. 

The group presented Frankenstein in Griffis Hall for two nights, 
April 6 and 7. 

The play was preceded by six weeks of intensive preparation by 
the cast and production crew as they prepared lines, costumes, 
stage blocking, and more. 

“It was an idea that Dr. Clevinger brought to me, and I had 
always expressed to her, ‘I want to keep doing things like this! I 
wish we could do this year-round and do some more interesting 
things that we kind of steer ourselves,’” said Anderson, who also 
served as the organization's president.  

Frankenstein was decided on after the group met several times 
to discuss ideas for their production, aiming to choose a “classic” 
and “something more serious.” 

“Something that we tried to incorporate a lot was voice acting. 
We had to have that distinction [in our voices], and it was 
a totally different outlet that we were able to utilize,” said 
Anderson. 

“It was a wonderful opportunity that not many Honors Colleges 
can offer - to have a play selected, directed, acted, and created all 
by Honors students,” said Clevinger. 

Honors Theatrics has plans to produce one show at least every 
spring with hopes that the group can hold multiple events 
throughout the academic year to serve as a platform for Honors 
students.

Pictured above from left to right, (front row): Blake Pittman, Evan Cavalier, Peyton Anderson, Annie Kirkpatrick, Reed 
Lindsey, (back row) Milo Horn, Madelyn Sykes, Morgan Nance

Dr. Cornell William Brooks
Harvard Kennedy School
"Re-imagining 
Mississippi's Past for 
America's Future" 

Dr. Manuel Rodeiro
Mississippi State 
University
"Justice and Ecocide: How 
Liberal Pluralism Can 
Adjudicate Environmental 
Conflicts"

Dr. Richard Eldridge
University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville
"Aeschylus, Homer, and 
Plato: Why Inconsistency 
About Justice is 
Interesting"
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SUPPORTING A PATH
TO A WIDER WORLD
The Shackouls Honors College strongly encourages MSU students to develop a global perspective 
through study abroad. We believe our students are the future leaders of the world; therefore, we 
want them to see more of it. Beyond exposure to other cultures, our College seeks to connect our 
students to international universities and agencies.

Honors students have traveled to nearly every continent on the planet, often with financial support 
from the Honors College. All Honors students are eligible to compete for Honors-only scholarships 
to support their study abroad experiences.

THE OXFORD EXPERIENCE
Shackouls Summer Study at the University of Oxford, in Oxford, England, is a unique and 
highly selective program that affords the most academically qualified students with a true 
Oxford Experience and scholarship support.

The program includes the following features not 
found in most other study abroad programs:

• An Oxford themed seminar (e.g. J.R.R. Tolkien, 
C.S. Lewis, the Oxford Movement, British Art and 
Architecture, Contemporary British Politics)

• Tutorials (classes) with Oxford University faculty
• Associate student status in the most prestigious 

Oxford colleges

• Lectures given by Oxford academics and leading 
figures in British politics

• Performances at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
and the Globe Theatre

• Tours of museums in Oxford, London, and 
Cambridge

• Over 130 students have taken part in the 
program since 2012

46 47

$80,000
Study Abroad 
Scholarships Awarded 
in 2021
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Pictured left to right: (Front row) Ann Elizabeth 
Harrington, Reese Dunn, Kyler Smith, Emma Van Epps, 
Lily Grado, Rachel Adair, Josh Collins, Madison Brodie, 
Aby Oosterling, (back row) Marcus Jordan, Christopher 
Robinson, Madeline Bender, Ryan Jarratt, Aryonna 
Johnson, John Fox, Christian Fulcher, John Franz

@shackoulshonors

TAKING OVERTAKING OVER

OXFORDOXFORD
During the Shackouls Honors College annual 

six-week summer study abroad trip to Oxford 
University, Oxford, U.K., five students “took over” 
and shared their experiences on our Instagram 
page. Each student’s takeover of Instagram showed 

experience at the storied institution. Ryan Jarratt and Emma Van 
Epps posted a full day coverage in the form of short videos to tell 
the audience what was going on, answer any questions, and share 
what they enjoyed most.  

“Honestly, the whole experience of being in a new country 
and studying at a school that is hundreds of years old has been 
incredible. The UK is interesting, Oxford is beautiful, the 
professors are immensely intelligent, and history is around every 
turn,” said Jarratt, a spring 2022 graduate and political science 
major. 

Madeline Bender, Madison Brode, and Joshua Collins were 
featured on the Instagram page for receiving a scholarship for 
the Oxford trip, where they each expressed joy and gratitude.

“As a recipient of the Hargrove Scholarship and a member of the Shackouls 

Honors College, I have been fortunate enough to have the opportunity to 

study abroad at one of the world’s oldest universities, the University of 

Oxford. Here, I have explored the UK and the city of Oxford while learning 

one-on-one from one of the prominent figures in the field of avian ecology 

and evolutionary biology. I have even had the opportunity to witness some 

of the ecological research being done at the University of Oxford, such 

as the Wytham Tit Project, which is one of the longest-running ecological 

studies of individuals in a wild population in the world,”

-Madison Brode, Biological Sciences

“This trip has meant the world to me, and this scholarship has rewarded 

me in ways beyond academia that I could not be more grateful for. Not only 

have I learned how to be a historian, but I am also learning what it is to be a 

historian! I will forever hold these moments so close to my heart.”

-Madeline Bender, History

“Honestly, the whole experience of being in a new country and studying 

at a school that is hundreds of years old has been incredible. The UK is 

interesting, Oxford is beautiful, the professors are immensely intelligent, 

and history is around every turn.” 

-Ryan Jarratt, Political Science

“This has singlehandedly been the most culturally and intellectually 

enriching experience I will ever have. This scholarship allowed me to live 

this trip to its fullest and get everything out of it that I possibly could. I have 

become a better reader, writer, mathematician, and overall better thinker. 

Getting to study at the greatest university in the world is something I will 

never forget or take for granted.”

-Joshua Collins, Physics Major
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Honors Student and Presidential Scholar Khaoula Kamal at the United States Capitol Building in Washington D.C.

Anyone familiar with Dr. Tommy Anderson, Interim Dean of the Judy and Bobby Shackouls Honors College, 
knows that his favorite admonition to first year students is to “make the interim yours.” The expression highlights 
the importance of making the most of one's time at MSU. The expression “make the interim yours” signifies the               
importance of the first year experience. We encourage our Presidential Scholars to seek opportunities ranging from 
undergraduate research experiences to internship programs in their freshman year, typically during the summer 
following their first year. More importantly, we also encourage our students to take full advantage of the resources 

available as scholarship recipients and as Honors students. Those resources include a dedicated team of mentors, a scholarship 
committee that reviews undergraduate research and study abroad funding requests, and Honors faculty committed to student 
success. These are important factors that help determine first year student success. One study of undergraduate first year experience 
describes the challenges in this way: “Rarely is the support students need to succeed provided ‘just in time’ or ‘just for me.’ Students 
are expected to go and find it for themselves.” (Student Success: why first year at University is a make or break experience, The 
Conversation).   
 
This article spotlights the first-year experience of Khaoula Kamal, a recipient of the Presidential Scholarship and a biomedical 
engineering major. Khaoula was also named a National Horatio Alger Scholar. In addition to her academic achievements, Khaoula is 
a Mississippi State University Community Health Intern, and serves as Coordinator and Student Liaison for MSU Extension Services 
and as Public Health Project Initiator for over fifty counties across Mississippi. She was also recently named a board member for the 
Mississippi Rural Health Association. Khaoula aspires to integrate her major in biomedical engineering with her interest in public 
health policy to provide improved access to health care in rural areas across the state. This summer, she will pursue an internship on 
Capitol Hill in the Senate Commerce Committee. Khaoula was selected for this amazing opportunity by Mississippi Senator Roger 
Wicker, the ranking member of the committee. 

As a first-year student, why do you believe it is so vitally important to seek out opportunities (i.e., 
internships, REUs) early in your college career? How important is that first summer for Presidential Scholars? 
  
As a first-year student, I believe it is of the utmost importance to pursue a rewarding or illuminating opportunity that relates to one’s 
interests or hobbies. With this experience occurring so early in one’s collegiate career, the scope of worldly exposure broadens and 
becomes virtually endless. Undoubtedly, freshman year serves as a gateway to genuinely discover one’s passion, for there is a 
predominant influx of information regarding the myriad of careers and lifestyles available after undergraduate studies. Seeking out 
opportunities such as internships or REUs in a particular discipline can solidify one’s interests before actively following the topic in 
later years. It is overwhelmingly vital that a student takes risks and explores beyond the breadth of their initial intention when 
entering university. As a result of the Presidential Scholarship, there is no doubt that one can make his or her dream possible—
especially during the first year. 
Thus, I urge my fellow peers to take advantage of their free summers to expand their identities, gain valuable knowledge, and further 
take control of their career trajectories.

What do you hope to gain from this experience going 
forward? How will this internship inform your career 
and professional trajectory?

Throughout this experience, I hope to gain greater 
confidence that I can channel for subsequent aspirations; 
Imposter Syndrome can be quite debilitating as one takes his or 
her first steps into adulthood, so obtaining such irreplaceable 
skills in the workforce can boost one’s self-assurance. 
Taking charge of my future is a powerful, recurring thought that 
influences my decisions and motivation within the academic 
and professional environment. Within the first few days, my 
internship has already challenged my dependency on family and 
friends, for living alone in a new city can be daunting. 
  
With respect to my career and professional trajectory, this 
internship will elevate my networking opportunities to another 
level. Despite my major in biomedical engineering, I still 
possess a passion for policy as it relates to public health. Working 
on the Hill allows me to discover the intricate process of 
legislation and broadens my perception of the reality of 
healthcare. By further diving into the semantics of health 
policy, I can confidently inform my future employers 
throughout my medical career that my passion lies in the benefit 
of my patients.

What role has the Honors College and the 
Presidential Scholars program played in your success 
thus far? What are the resources available to you (i.e., 
mentors, scholarship support, workshops, etc.) that 
enabled you to pursue this opportunity?

Without a doubt, the Honors College and Presidential 
Scholars program has played a profoundly influential role in my 
success here at Mississippi State University. 
From the very beginning of my collegiate experience, the Honors 
College welcomed me with open arms and sought to hear my 
personal yearnings and academic ambitions. Their 
commitment to my professional growth remained steadfast, and 
suddenly, every dream I had ever considered gradually 
unraveled. Mentorship continues to be key to expanding one’s 
confidence and learning about the various possibilities available 
on a professional level. The Honors College persistently 
prioritizes mentorship, and I thoroughly enjoyed communicating 
with Mr. George Dunn, Director of Student Services. Mr. Dunn 
empowered me to express my worries in a non-judgmental 
space and inspired me to reach for the stars in times of doubt. 
Of course, my experience here in D.C. would not have been 
entirely possible without the blessed funding from scholarship 
support. This valuable aid enabled me to afford housing in such 
a costly area and provided me with monetary reassurance that 
eased my unwavering worries.

make the interim YOURS

by Dr. Donald Shaffer
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Mississippi State University welcomed 18 students 
from across the country to the Magnolia State for 
the fifth annual Delta Scholars Program Summer 
Institute.

Founded in 2018 and sponsored by MSU’s Judy and Bobby 
Shackouls Honors College, the Delta Scholars Summer Institute 
is a 12-day event that allows program students to both learn 
about and understand the Mississippi Delta, while also working 
to develop solutions for the challenges it faces.

“To borrow a phrase from the brilliant professor Imani Perry, the 
Mississippi Delta is the soul of the country,” said Bizu Gelaye, 
an associate professor of epidemiology at Harvard University 
and a Delta Scholars mentor. “Where better to understand the 
economic, cultural, and epidemiological challenges this country 
faces?”

Prior to coming to the Shackouls Honors College, the Delta 
Scholars took a weeklong “innovation tour” of the Delta, where 
they toured cities such as Cleveland and Clarksdale. They met 
with researchers, non-profit organizations, and community 
members who work not only to bring attention to the challenges 
facing the Delta, but also possible solutions. 

“We focused on numerous issues that face our state, such as 
food insecurity, housing, and health care,” said Delta Scholar 
Malore Jones, an MSU agribusiness major. “We are learning 
how to make our state a better place. I already wanted to make 
Mississippi a better place, but this program has shown me how 
much that is needed.”

John Green, director of the MSU-led Southern Rural 
Development Center and Delta Scholars Mentor, said the 
program’s focus is to prepare future leaders who have a knack 
for interdisciplinary collaboration across multiple states and 
institutions. The goal is to help students focus on innovative 
problem-solving for community and regional development, 
especially as it relates to health, well-being, and quality of life.

“We feature the Mississippi Delta because as a region it has faced 
many challenges, but through engaging with those challenges 
we see community-level and state-level leaders proposing and 
developing alternative solutions. The students have chance to 
learn from those leaders and that approach,” said Green.

This year’s student cohort includes students from MSU, 
Alcorn State, Brandeis, Harvard, and Mississippi Valley State 
universities, Centre College, New Jersey Institute of Technology, 
and the universities of Kentucky, Mississippi, and Missouri. 

In the fall, the cohort of Delta Scholars will meet again for five 
days at Harvard in Cambridge, Massachusetts, to reflect on 
their time in Mississippi, update one another on their projects, 
receive continuing feedback, reflect on lessons learned from 
the program, and discuss how these lessons might be applied to 
solving other problems in or outside of the Magnolia State.

The Delta Scholars program is a collaborative effort between 
MSU’s Shackouls Honors College and Southern Rural 
Development Center, University of Mississippi’s Center for 
Population Studies, the Delta Directions Consortium, Harvard 
School of Public Health, Harvard Law School, the Phillips 
Brooks House Center for Public Service and Engaged Scholarship 
at Harvard College, and Brandeis University.

Pictured from left to right: (front row) Dr. Becky Smith, Claire Bunn, Diana Martinez, Mackenzie Bronson, Emma 
Atkinson, Grace Waters, Elizabeth Barstein, Givon Busby, Dr. Kecia Johnson, (back row) Caroline Leonard, Kennedi 
Fitzgerald, Eriel Burns, Clark Etzel, Lorne Turner, Will Andrews, Anna Dean, Malorie Jones, Eghosa Ogbevoen, Maya 
Subramanian, and Dr. John Green

Pictured above, Christopher Robinson and Tyler 
Dickerson

Every year, the Presidential Scholars make a journey to 
another world-class university in the U.S., where they 
can explore the variety of possibilities for graduate 
school and the different cultural opportunities offered 
in a global city. Over spring break, the Presidential 

Scholars traveled to Nashville, Tennessee and Vanderbilt 
University. Despite the challenges associated with group travel 
surrounding COVID-19, this year’s trip was by all measures a 
great success. 

Each trip, the Stennis Center coordinates a robust experience for 
the group in the realm of public service and civic engagement. 
This year, we toured the Tennessee State Capitol where we 
received a truly enthralling lesson on the history of Tennessee, 
which highlighted people groups and stories which are so often 
forgotten. This included the history of the indigenous peoples 
who once inhabited Middle Tennessee, the enslaved Black 
Americans who were forced to build the Capitol, as well as 
various other activists and policy leaders who were instrumental 
in the Civil Rights movement in Tennessee. 

At Vanderbilt, we discovered graduate programs ranging from 
law to medicine, from political science to engineering. The group 
was then able to speak with a Vanderbilt Professor in political 
science about graduate and doctoral programs in the humanities 
and social sciences. As the trip continued, the Scholars attended 
a Q&A panel composed of graduate and doctoral students at 
Vanderbilt as well as participated in round table discussions with 

various faculty and staff. To conclude the day at Vanderbilt, we 
joined our hosts from the Graduate School and Peabody College 
at Helen’s Hot Chicken, a Nashville Hot Chicken bucket list 
destination.  

Over the course of the trip, the scholars were able to explore 
Nashville’s unique neighborhoods and food scene as well as 
various museums and cultural sites. Some of the group favorites 
included Maggiano’s Little Italy, Barcelona Wine Bar, and 
Buttermilk Ranch. Students explored various neighborhoods 
including Midtown, the Gulch, and the West End. One day, the 
entire group visited the Tennessee State Museum before splitting 
up to head out and explore all that Music City has to offer. Some 
scholars attended a Nashville Predators game downtown, some 
explored Nashville’s Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, 
while others visited Centennial Park to see the famous replica of 
the Parthenon.  

During our last days of the trip, a blizzard came over the city 
depositing a couple inches of snow during the evening. The 
graduating group of seniors along with Dr. Donald Shaffer, got 
caught in the middle of the snowstorm on the way to and from 
dinner.  The senior class had always hoped for snow during our 
travels with the group ever since it flurried during our freshman 
year trip in Washington DC. It was truly a full circle moment 
for the graduating class and a memorable way to end such a 
remarkable trip. 

FROM STARKVILLE TO NASHVILLE
DISCOVERING THE DELTA

by Dr. Donald Shafferby Wade Leonard
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EARLY HONORS ACADEMYSPREADING THEIR WINGS
Pictured from left to right: (Front row) Allyson Espy, Umamah Amer, Van Truong, Taylor Stone, Rachel Hill (second 
row), Annamarie Thompson, Jade Thompson, Jennifer Greer,  Austin Cosby, Addison Black, Kate Petersen, Jade Geisel-
man, (third row) James Chalmers, Tanner DeYoung, Xavier Person, Dr. Anastasia Elder, (fourth row) Noah Marin, Neil 
Sanipara, (fifth row) Colton Watson, Brady Kruse, Christopher Clements, Christian Johnson, and Jeffery Greer IV.

In 2022, the Provost Scholarship Program had 13 graduates 
and 43 first, second, and third-year students concluding 
another outstanding academic year. The Provost Scholars 
Program at Mississippi State University is one of the two 

preeminent and highly competitive scholarships given out by 
the Shackouls Honors College. These students represent research 
leaders at MSU who mentor younger scholars and inspire others 
with a passion for understanding, exploration, and truth. 

The group took a trip during the fall semester with their mentor, 
Dr. Anastasia Elder, who thought it important that the scholars 
learn more about art, culture, industry, and history in the state 
of Mississippi. They began their visit with a guided tour of the 
Mississippi Museum of Art as well as a visit to the outdoor art 
garden as part of the new Collegiate Partners Program.  

The scholars attended a lecture with Jack McGraw, the Rethink 
Mississippi Project Coordinator from the William Winter 
Institute for Racial Reconciliation. Students were able to ask 
questions as they learned more about the challenges of keeping 
talented university students in the state. Additionally, they 
toured the Cathead Distillery, met with the marketing director 
and manager, and learned about how the business adapted and 
pivoted its product during spring of 2020. They ended their 
Jackson trip at the state capitol building where they met with 
Ronny Firth, the Legislative Attorney for the Mississippi House 
of Representatives for more than 40 years. 

In their reflections about the trip, many students shared their 
excitement for learning more about the state, different business 
practices, and developing stronger relationships with the other 
scholars. 

James Chalmers, a first-year Provost Scholar, expressed how the 
trip gave him the opportunity to engage in a sector of academics 
that his major typically does not.  

“It created an opportunity for exciting education outside of 
my major. As an engineering major, I do not always have 
opportunities to engage with the arts. This trip allowed me 
to spend a couple of hours in the Mississippi Museum of Art, 
submerging myself in Mississippi art and all its culture and 
history,” said Chalmers.  

Research is an integral part of being a Provost Scholar, and 
students are encouraged to participate in several ways. Many 
of the scholars successfully defended their Honors theses and 
presented at the Undergraduate Research Symposium. 

Olivia Cresswell, an animal and dairy science major, is a third-
year scholar, who is conducting immunopharmacology research 
under Dr. Barbara Kaplan, Associate Professor, Department of 
Comparative Biomedical Sciences.  Andi Durham, a psychology 
major, is a fourth-year scholar participating in research alongside 
her mentor, Dr. Cliff McKinney, a professor of psychology at 
MSU. Her research is focusing on exercise frequency and the 
possibility of it being a healthy coping mechanism among those 
who have experienced childhood trauma. 

Among the many accolades that these scholars hold, there are 
Kanders-Churchill Scholarship Finalists, Fulbright Scholarship 
Recipients, speech and debate winners, community service 
awards, MSU Student Association President, and Bagley College 
of Engineering Hall of Fame Inductees, to name a few. These 
students strive to achieve the highest levels of academic success, 
and the awards and honors they receive are indicative of the 
dedication each one holds.

Pictured from left to right: (Front row) Camellia Jones, Soyen Park, Autumn Shannon, Katelyn Kaplan, (second 
row) Rhett Shanahan, Ethan Jackson, Jackson, Shapley, Shelby Stafford, Caleb Stockton, Sean Ye, Anna Potts, Even 
Sabanadzavic, Grady Stewart, Dr. Angela Farmer. (EHA students not pictured): Wendy Campbell, Charlote Srickland, 
Samatha McReynold

The Early Honors Academy (EHA) program concluded 
its third year with top scholars from Starkville High 
School and Starkville Academy who enrolled in various 
courses taught by the Mississippi State University 

Shackouls Honors College faculty. The EHA program provides 
the opportunity for high school students to take college-level 
courses, and this was the first year that the classes were co-
mingled with current MSU Honors College students. 

“It was a bit of a pilot project to see how those two different 
cohorts would coexist, and I am happy to say that the feedback 
is overwhelmingly positive,” said Dr. Angela Farmer, Director of 
the Early Honors Academy. 

Farmer, who taught one of the courses for the 2021 fall semester, 
said that the high school students’ perspectives change from 
being dual-enrollment high schoolers to fully emerged college 
students. She elaborated by saying that their approaches to the 
class start to transform the students from high school students 
into college students.. 

“[The students are confronted with the fact that] ‘I am going to 
have to think. I am going to have to think about some pretty 
heavy topics. And I am going to have to unpack not only the 
history of what happened and learn how that impacts the future 
and what role I play not only as a student but as a scholar of this 
world. And, more importantly, how can I play a more active role 
and see myself as part of the solution?’” she said.

 She expressed that a central goal of her classroom is to get the 
students to begin thinking for themselves rather than being 
“spoon-fed” information that they absorb and take as fact.  

Several Starkville High school students who participated in 
this year’s program commented on the benefits of being in the 
classroom with current university students. 

“The resources and opportunities available through the 
Mississippi State Early Honors Academy have given me lots 
of insight into what college is all about and an upper level of 
thinking that I was not introduced to at Starkville High or even 
with AP course,” said Lily Schauwecker, a Starkville High School 
senior and EHA student.

The EHA exposes students to learning environments that they 
have not experienced before and challenges them to push beyond 
the thought process that they are used to practicing in the 
classroom.  

Aaron Twietmeyer, a future MSU honors student, shared his 
favorite part of the program when asked what the biggest 
takeaway was so far. “I think it is a great opportunity for students 
that are looking for a challenge in their school career. Ones that 
feel like they are not getting enough from high school can come 
here and challenge themselves,” said Twietmeyer, also a student 
at Starkville High School and EHA.

Additionally, students that participate in the EHA are offered an 
automatic entry to the Shackouls Honors College. Kylie May, a 
Starkville native, has already accepted this offer

“I think it has been an amazing introduction to the Shackouls 
Honors College! It has made me even more excited about my 
future [here] and where I can go with all of the resources that 
have been provided,” May said.

by Carly Pippinby Dr. Anastasia Elder
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Wade Leonard: So for those who don’t 
know, who’ve never heard of this before 
- which is more than you might think - 
what is a Rhodes Scholar anyway? 

Donald Field Brown: Yeah, that’s a 
good question. I mean, I didn’t really 
know what a Rhodes Scholar was either 
until my sophomore year of college. I 
might have heard about it on the news 
or something. But I learned what it 
actually was from Dr. Snyder. He told 
me about these people who get money to 
go to England to study, and he told me 
that there were a lot of important people 
who had gotten the Rhodes before me. 
Probably the most famous person who got 
it was Bill Clinton.  

Leonard: And Kris Kristofferson.  

Brown: Exactly. He’s another funny 
story. You know, he didn’t finish the 
degree?  

Leonard: I didn’t know that.  

Brown: Yeah. So he was a Rhodes 
Scholar, but he played around too much 
and didn’t finish his degree. But hey, he’s 
doing fine.  

Leonard: So you’re more successful than 
Kris Kristofferson?  

Brown: In one way. But basically, [a 
Rhodes Scholar] is somebody who does a 
lot of really cool stuff during undergrad 
and shows a lot of leadership qualities. 

a conversationa conversation
Donald “Field” BrownDonald “Field” Brownwith

You apply and say, “This is why I want to 
get a masters or Ph.D. at the oldest and 
most prestigious university in the Western 
world. And believe in me, believe in my 
future, and give me money to carry that 
out.” 

Leonard: A few hundred people in the 
United States get this every year, right?  
  
Brown: So, it’s actually 32.

Leonard: 32?

Brown: 32.

Leonard: You are one of 32?

Brown: 32. And it’s always roughly more 
than 1600 that apply. And then when it 
gets to the final round, you’re looking 
at around 200. Finally, they choose two 
winners from each one of the 16 districts 
they have.

Leonard: You went to Vicksburg High 
School, in Vicksburg, Mississippi, right?

Brown: Yes. It is a normal public high 
school.  

Leonard: I mean, it might be the most 
normal public high school in the state. 
Again, not a bad school, but just a regular 
high school. I would assume that there 
weren’t a lot of Rhodes Scholars running 
around Vicksburg there? What do your 
folks do? 
 
Brown: There were not. Both of my 
parents worked for the government. 
Vicksburg has the Corps. of Engineers, 
which brings a lot of jobs, and so both my 
parents worked there. They’re both retired 
now and loving the retired life. 

Leonard: But the Rhodes Scholarship 
wasn’t exactly on their radar, right?
 
Brown: Oh, no. I mean, of course my 
parents encouraged me to read and we 
talked about things every once in a while, 
but I didn’t consider us an intellectual 
or academic family by any means. They 
are simply good parents saying, “Hey, do 
right, read books, and it’ll get you a good 
job.” That’s pretty much how I was raised. 

Leonard: When you were thinking about 
college, what was your original idea for 
what Field Brown would do one day? 

Brown: I just remember I knew I liked 
reading books a lot, right? I mean, I 
started reading when I was young. I 
always got good grades in most of my 
classes. I was like, "I must be good at this 
thing. Reading, I mean." So I thought, 
"What degree will help me to read as 
many books as possible and talk about 
them?” So English was my choice. I 
thought, "I may want to be an English 
teacher." I didn’t know if that was going 
to be high school or college, but I knew I 
wanted to be an English teacher. I started 
talking to professors. 

I just fell in love with office hours and 
just meeting with professors and learning 
about what they did. And I was like, “I 
kind of want to do some deep diving,” 
because that seems like something that a 
professor would do. Professors, I realized, 
are the ones who do research and write 
really nice books about their interests. 
High school teachers don't typically write 
books.
So, I thought, “I think I want to be an 
English professor.” I would say probably 
by the end of my second year, I knew that 
was exactly what I wanted to do. I soon 
got a summer research opportunity. And 
at the end of that summer, I was like, “The 
professorial life is the life for me."

Leonard: Where’d you go on that 
research opportunity? 

Brown: I went to the University of 
Iowa, through support from Dr. Tommy 
Anderson. I took a Shakespeare class with 
him. He saw potential in me. And so he 
said, “Hey, you should look into summer 
research opportunities.” He helped me 
apply to the University of Iowa Summer 
Research Opportunities Program (SROP). 
And I got it. I had just read Invisible 
Man by Ralph Ellison with Dr. Robert 
West at State. And I thought, "Let me do 
a summer research project on the life of 
Ellison and his novel." After doing that 
summer research, I thought, "I could do 
this for the rest of my life."

Leonard: When does the Rhodes become 
something that you start to take seriously? 

Brown: So I would say, middle of junior 
year, because to be honest, I was a bit 
hesitant at first since I had never left the 
country. I never assumed I would ever 
leave.

Leonard: Did you do a lot of traveling 
when you were a kid?  

Brown: Maybe to Jackson, right? And if 
we were lucky, you know, Atlanta. I did 
one trip to Disney World, but nothing 
overseas. The biggest, the longest trip I’d 
ever taken was a church trip to Detroit. 
We were not much of a traveling family. 
And so I was like, “Do I really want to live 
in England?” I just didn’t know a lot about 
it. 

But thankfully, Dr. Snyder told me, “Man, 
this is a good opportunity, you should 
at least think about it.” And so I started 
thinking, “What’s there to be afraid of? 
Why not look into it?”

Leonard: So you did a study abroad 
before the Rhodes?  

Brown: Yes. So Dr. Snyder told me I 
should take a study abroad trip after my 
junior year. “If you like it,” he said, “then 
go ahead and apply to the Rhodes when 
you get back.”
So I go over there. And I liked it. I really 
liked it. It was a great experience meeting 
English people and getting to know the 
other Mississippi State students who went 
along with me on the trip. So that’s when 
I got serious, starting the middle of junior 
year, and it was absolutely a done deal.

Leonard: So you go over to England. You 
really like it. But there’s a big difference 
between wanting the Rhodes Scholarship 
and getting the Rhodes Scholarship. 

Brown: There is a big difference.
 
Leonard: I’m curious as to where your 
attitude came from. You just told me 
that trip to Oxford was your first out of 
the country and Detroit had been the 
furthest place you’d ever been from your 
hometown before that. Where did you get 
the notion that you could not only apply 
for the Rhodes, but perhaps even win the 
thing? 

Brown: That’s a great question. I mean, 
I can give credit to a lot of people. I can 
start off with my parents just instilling 
confidence in me. They made me feel I 
could do whatever I put my mind to, and 
Mississippi State affirmed that belief. 
When I got here I made really good 
grades, but I think if I’m honest, the thing 
that pushed me over the edge was the ease 
with which I was able to talk to professors 
when I got to college. I felt comfortable 
asking questions and it seemed like most 
of my friends were scared of going to a 
professors' office hours. But office hours 
were exciting to me. The intellectual ideas 
I picked up from my professors carry over 
everywhere because engaging with those 
ideas is really simply talking about life, 
the meaning of life, and what’s important 
from an intellectual perspective. 

Donald Field Brown is a 2014 graduate of Mississippi State University and the Shackouls Honors College. In 2014, Brown was 
named a recipient of the Rhodes Scholarship, the first MSU student to win the award in a century. In the summer of 2021, Brown 
sat down with "Honorable Mentions" host, Wade Leonard, to disucss his path toward the Rhodes. The interview has been edited for 
length and clairity.

58 59



So engaging with professors really gave 
me that necessary confidence.  But the 
relationship I developed with Dr. Snyder 
was probably the one that tipped it over 
the edge. He's a guy who went to Emory 
and studied at Oxford, and I came to 
understand that if I could talk to a guy 
like him, I could talk to anyone from 
anywhere. So relationships like that were 
crucial, in terms of my interest in applying 
for the Rhodes.

Leonard: So how does the 
process begin? I mean, do you 
just send away for the Oxford 
application? 

Brown: No. It’s a big process. 
And it definitely takes a lot 
of people helping. First of 
all, you need eight letters of 
recommendation. So that’s 
daunting. That alone weeds a lot 
of people out. If you can’t think of 
at least that many people you’ve 
gotten to know since you got to 
college than you probably know 
the Rhodes isn’t for you.  

Leonard: And not only people 
you know well, but people who 
are going to be able to effectively 
write a letter, right? 

Brown: Professors or leaders 
at the university and leaders 
and organizations around 
your community who can 
speak to particular leadership 
qualities, intellectual qualities, 
etc. are important to have on 
hand.  So I was like, “That part’s fine.” 
I know, professors. I know different 
faculty advisors who I’ve worked with on 
different many things. 

Leonard: And you were pretty sure they 
liked you.   

Brown: And I was pretty sure they liked 
me. Yeah, exactly. Exactly. So then, I had 
to propose research. And so I was in the 
process of doing a senior thesis with the 
Honors College under Dr. Andrea Spain, 
who’s still a faculty professor with Honors 
College. I was doing it on Ralph Ellison’s 
book, Invisible Man. I just continued to 
stay on that book relentlessly. 

He’s one of the few famous Black writers 
who stayed in America, post World War 
II. Most of them went to Europe. 
So, in my research proposal, I essentially 
asked to be able to go over to England 
so I could do archival research on these 
American Black writers who all moved 
to Paris. That was my big idea, and I had 
the benifit of having done this kind of 
research already. 

During my time at State, I had already 
defended a thesis, I’d been published in 
undergraduate research journals, and I’d 
done conferences on this topic. 

Wade: So you’re showing you can do 
things by having done things.

Brown: Right. But leadership is also a 
part of the application. I was president 
of the Golden Key Honor Society, I was 
a co-founder of The Streetcar literary 
magazine, and I was a Road-Runner 
(student recruiter) for the university. 

Leonard: You were also probably 
president of the things you created.

Brown:I was president of the philosophy 
and religion clubs. That was a big part.
As far as the Rhodes application 
goes, I thought, “I have the research 
qualifications, I have the leadership 
qualifications." The last part of the 
application is writing a statement of 
purpose.  The statement of purpose is 
probably the hardest part of the whole 
thing. Because naturally, as human 
beings, we normally don’t think about 

crafting our whole life story 
in 1000 words, we just live it. 
And we don’t necessarily make 
sense of how it all connects. But 
that’s the thing you have to do. 
In fact, the most important part 
is writing a very convincing 
narrative about why your life 
matters to this scholarship and 
why it connects to the mission of 
the scholarship - which is to fight 
the world’s fight - which is pretty 
abstract. But I was able to distill 
myself down to, “Hey, I care 
about books. I care about Black 
people, and books can help us 
learn more about Black people.” It 
seemed to have worked.

Leonard: This is a big, broad, 
probably dumb question, but 
what’s it like to be a Rhodes 
Scholar? 

Brown: You just have a lot 
of really cool conversations 
about different things that are 
impacting the world. I mean, I 
learned so much about places 
that I had previously never been 

to and to be honest, didn’t even know 
existed. Meeting people from those places 
helped me to see how they connected with 
issues that I face today in Mississippi and 
America. It's a cool communty, a cool 
intellectual circle. But the really fun part 
is you get a lot of money from the Rhodes 
to just travel.
I was taking trains to Paris, trains to 
Central Europe. I went to Ireland. My 
fellow Rhodes Scholars and I went to 
many different places. That’s when you 
start to get to meet really, really amazing 
people as friends. What's really crazy is 
now I look back on that time, and a lot of 
those people I befriended are now over 
organizations at Google. 

I mean, one of my best friends is one of 
the best poets in America right now.  

Leonard: What’s his name?  

Brown: Joshua Aiken.  

Leonard: Hey, Josh. 

Brown: Yeah, hey, Josh. I hope you listen 
to this. We were just kicking it for two 
years together. There’s so many Rhodes 
Scholars particularly from America, who 
I know. Some have become senators who 
will be governors one day. 
These people are my dear friends. These 
are the people I’ll call one day when I, 
perhaps, need help with a grant or who 
I’ll call when I’m researching some 
organization. You always hear how those 
kinds of connections pay off later, and 
they absolutely do. There’s just no reason 
not to pursue the Rhodes.

Leonard: You encourage anyone who has 
the potential to go after it, to go after it, 
right?

Brown: I do. It opens so many doors. 
It’s a no-brainer to at least give it a try if 
you’re at all interested in applying.

Leonard: Just to be clear for those who 
may not know, the Rhodes Scholarship 
pays for you to get a Master's degree at 
Oxford, right?

Brown: I got a Master’s. But you can 
pursue a Ph.D. if you want. But most 
people pursue a Master's. And they have 
a ton of different options, and all the 
different types of fields from the STEM 
stuff to the artsy stuff. It’s great. 

Leonard: But your journey does not end 
there. After you completed your Master’s 
at Oxford, you went on to purse your 
Ph.D. at Harvard, right?

Brown: Yes.
 
Leonard: I think I might have heard of 
that place.  So you’ve been there for the 
past four years, correct?

Brown: Yes. I’ve been doing a lot of 
things. I started wanting to continue this 
whole journey with Ralph Ellison and the 
post World War II Black expatriates.

That was my statement of purpose for 
Harvard. I did that for about two years, 
and I realized I actually wanted to study 
Mississippi literature again.
So I ended up publishing some research 
in that area of Ralph Ellison, but then 
I decided to write my dissertation on a 
group of writers from Mississippi in the 
20th and 21st centuries. So that’s what I’ve 
been up to for the last two years. And I’ve 
got this year and one more school year to 
finish this dissertation, then I’ll be done 
with that phase of life.  

Leonard: And you’re also teaching at 
Harvard, right?

Brown: Yes. I taught I taught two years at 
Harvard. I taught a wide variety of classes. 
I taught a class on Asian-American 
literature and I taught a class on African-
American Studies. I taught a class on 
the history of the American novel and a 
bunch of other classes. Yeah. It was fun.

Leonard: I love the idea of a Mississippi 
State educated person teaching people at 
Harvard.

Brown: And I still wore maroon around a 
lot of Fridays, man. 

This entire interview is available on 
"Honorable Mentions," the official 
podcast of Shackouls Honors College. 
You can find a link to the podcast by 
following this QR code.

Keep Up With 
The Shackouls 
Honors College 
at Mississippi 
State University

@shackoulshonors
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THERE AND BACK AGAIN
Dr. Christopher Snyder, a Dean's Retropsective

In July 2011, I came to Mississippi 
State University to become the 
inaugural Dean of the Shackouls 
Honors College.  

After fifteen years living and working in 
the Washington, DC, area I arrived in 
Starkville knowing little what to expect 
in this position, other than the privilege 
of working with a small but dedicated 
staff and about 1400 enthusiastic Honors 
students in Griffis Hall. 

Ten years later, we had nearly twice that 
number of students, twenty new Honors 
Faculty Fellows and administrators, and 
three buildings to house them all.  Of all 
the great things that happened in that 
decade—Rhodes and Gates Cambridge 
Scholars, starting a program at the 
University of Oxford, writing books on 
J.R.R. Tolkien and F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
watching Greek tragedies performed in 
the Griffis Courtyard, teaching our new 
Quest courses—I will cherish most the 
mentorships.  

I’ve had the privilege of mentoring great 
students, faculty, and administrators 
at MSU and the additional privilege of 
seeing them become great teachers and 
mentors.  

Together we have created not just a larger 
college, but a true intellectual community 
of which we can all be proud.  For me, 
faith, family, and fellowship are the most 
valuable gifts one can possess, and I have 
been blessed to be part of an amazing 
fellowship of Honors students and 
educators. 

We have shared over the last ten years 
many laughs, some tears, and of course 
“tea and texts” (though some days 
required espresso).  I have learned more 
than I have taught, and I look forward to 
continuing to grow intellectually as part 
of this outstanding fellowship.  

As Professor Tolkien observed, there 
are “many partings” in life, but stepping 
down as Dean to return to the faculty 
deserved few tears, for it meant remaining 
a member of the fellowship, our collegium 
honorum.  

Thank you for being part of my journey!

Dr. Chrstopher Snyder is the 
inaugural Dean of the Shackouls 
Honors College, a position he began 
in 2011. After a decade, Dr. Snyder 
announced in 2021 his intention to 
step down as dean in order to focus on 
his first loves - writing and teaching. 
Dr. Snyder is now the director of the 
newly minted Office of British Studies 
at the Shackouls Honors College. Dr. 
Snyder is a world-renowned Tolkien 
scholar and is the author of several 
books including Hobbit Virtues and 
The Making of Middle Earth.

Books by Dr. Snyder

Tanner DeYoung receiving the 2022 Dean's Award from 
Dr. Snyder

Bobby Shackouls, Dr. Becky Smith, and Dr. Snyder at the 
50th Honors Celebration Gala

Dr. Snyder with a group of students he took to Oxford, England, in 2022
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The Shackouls 
Honors College 
Alumni and Friends 
Advisory Board was 

established in 2015 to support 
the growth and advancement 
of the Honors College by 
assisting the dean and staff in 
several areas.  These include 
defining and implementing 
fundraising goals and 
other strategies; actively 
participating in SHC student 
recruitment efforts; and 
promoting student success by 
supporting the development 
of funding opportunities 

for scholarships, internships, international travel, and other 
programs. I have had the honor of serving on the Advisory Board 
as a member since its inception and as president since 2020.

The Advisory Board has identified three areas of greatest success 
for the Shackouls Honors College: study abroad, scholarships, 
and student mentorship by SHC faculty.  

Additionally, our Board recognized undergraduate research, 
study abroad, and the Early Honors Academy for high school 
students as the three great opportunities for the SHC at this time.  
Accordingly, the following three funding areas are exciting to the 
board in terms of potential maximum interest and impact:

• Fund the Office of Prestigious External Scholarships (e.g., Rhodes, Truman, 
Goldwater, etc.)
• Fund Summer Internship Scholarships for Students
• Fund the SHC Office of Undergraduate Research and the Undergraduate 
Research Symposium

We welcome alumni and friends residing anywhere in the 
United States interested in helping us with both fundraising and 
student recruiting. To learn more about SHC funding areas and 
other ways to provide support, please contact Interim Dean Dr. 
Tommy Anderson at tpanderson@english.msstate.edu.

Our Advisory Board looks forward to partnering with Interim 
Dean Anderson to build on the excellent foundation for the 
Shackouls Honors College established by former Dean Snyder.  
We encourage each of you to support the Honors College in any 

way that you can.  Hail State!

Dr. Brad Jones, President of the Shackouls Honors College 
Alumni and Friends Advisory Board

Dr. Brad Jones

"Aletheia" is a Greek word meaning "truth," "unconcealdness," and "revealing." The word's 
emphasis on the act of discovery reflects the goals, mission, and philosophy of the Shackouls 
Honors College at Mississippi State University.


